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The Life of 
Nelson Mandela 

(1918-2013) 
in Historical Context

A Brief Timeline in 
Text and Pictures

People, please note: Major historical transformations that affect societies 
far and wide are rarely the function of the work of single individuals. They 
are the outcome of a conjuncture of fortuitously propitious historical fac-
tors (often transcending the boundaries of time and geographic space in 
their origin). Nevertheless, from time to time, individuals do emerge who 
help to change the course of history by the sheer dint of their personality 
and character interacting with other factors and influences. Was Nelson 
(Rolihlahla Dalibhunga) Mandela among the pantheon of such individuals 
who helped to change the course of history—what is more, in this case, 
for the better—in one part of Africa? It is too early to tell. Nevertheless, 
this contextual timeline, attempts to capture who he was and why he was. 
In other words, it reflects the axiom that major figures in human history 
are shaped by events, just as much as they shape events. WARNING: 
Folks, I did not produce this document (which you should consider as 
part of lecture notes) because I did not have anything better to do with 
my time. So, as always, study this material diligently, including the text-
boxes and images—yes, including the images—and be prepared to be 
tested on it. You know the deal! Yes? ☺
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Original concept for this timeline derived from Scenes from the Life of Nelson Mandela by Rebecca Sell; published December 05, 2013, 6:11 
PM at: http://www.npr.org/2013/12/05/196358576/the-life-of-nelson-mandela Disclaimer: not all dates may be accurate because of 
conflicting sources. This document contains images and text copyrighted by their respective owners. All Rights Reserved. This docu-
ment, either in whole or in part, may NOT be copied, reproduced, republished, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way, 
except that you may download one copy of it on any single computer for your personal, non-commercial home use only, provided you
keep intact this copyright notice. NOTE: this document is based on U.S. English spelling usage.

“For to be free is not 
merely to cast o  
one’s chains, but to 
live in a way that re-
spects and enhances 
the freedom of oth-
ers.” ~ Nelson Mandela

“As I walked out the door to-
ward the gate that would lead to 
my freedom, I knew if I didn't 
leave my bierness and hatred 
behind, I'd sll be in prison.”~ 
Nelson Mandela

http://www.npr.org/2013/12/05/196358576/the-life-of-nelson-mandela
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PPrreeaammbbllee:: SSeettttiinngg tthhee SSttaaggee,, 11448888--11991188
(The Commencement of European Colonialism)
In 1488: as part of the Great West to East Maritime Project, Bartolomeu Dias, Portuguese sea captain, doubles 
the Cape of Good Hope, thereby inaugurating the Atlantic/Indian Ocean sea route from Europe to Asia. In 
1497: Vasco da Gama (Portuguese sea captain) touches the Cape of Good Hope on his way to India—the first 

European to do so. In 1652:
Jan van Riebeeck, under 
the orders of the VOC 
(VereeText nigde Oost-
indische Compagnie or 
Dutch East India Compa-
ny), arrives at Table Bay to 
set up a maritime logistics 
station for their ships ply-
ing between Europe and 
Asia. In 1653: Slavery is 
introduced to the Cape, at 
the request of Jan van Rie-
beeck, with the arrival of 
the first enslaved person. 
(In a short time, 1657 on-
wards, enslaved persons 
would be dragged across 
the Indian Ocean from 
such diverse places as In-
donesia, India, Malaya, and 
Sri Lanka in Asia; and 

Mozambique and Madagascar on the East African Coast.) In 1657: The first permanent colonial settlement 
begins in South Africa with the release from employment of VOC employees for that purpose. From 1795–
1814: With the onset of the Napoleonic Wars (1792–1815) the British arrive to take over the Cape to protect 
their sea-route to the East. In 1803 the Cape is handed back to the Netherlands (then known as the Batavian 
Republic) but takes it back from them in 1806. In 1814 at the London convention, the Dutch recognize British 

Jan van Riebeeck is met by the original inhabitants of the Cape, the KhoiSan

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj3hIWx2MLNAhWo8YMKHWncDVEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jardim-dos-aloes.com%2Fen%2Ftosee.php&bvm=bv.125596728,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFjagfkte5I5yy4iANyEs3vd765ow&ust=1466927280554245
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sovereignty over the Cape. (During the period of Dutch suzerainty there was a brief interregnum of French 
rule [1781–1784].) From 1799–1879: The Hundred-Year War (between the Xhosa peoples and the European set-
tlers). In 1806: The British arrive to take charge of Cape Colony for the second time, marking the beginning of 
the British colonization of the territory that would eventually become South Africa. In 1809: The British estab-
lish pass laws to control the movement of the Khoena and other blacks. However, this was not a new inven-
tion on their part; the Dutch before them had already established that nefarious tradition. In 1820: The first of 
the officially sponsored British settlers arrive in the Cape Colony. From 1834–38: The emancipation of Cape 
colonial slaves—however, slavery in various guises persists for several more decades in the settler frontier 
region. From 1835–60: The inland migration of Afrikaners, together with their servants and other dependents, 
from the Cape (the period here includes, besides the original movement out of the Cape from around 1835 to 
1840, the movement into Transorangia and the Transvaal Colony), which came to be called the Great Trek. In
1837: Founding of the republic of Transvaal by the Voortrekkers (after they conquer the Ndebele peoples). In 

SSOOUUTTHH AAFFRRIICCAA’’SS CCOOLLOONNIIAALL WWAARRSS OOFF DDIISSPPOOSSSSEESSSSIIOONN
TTHHEE HHUUNNDDRREEDD--YYEEAARR WWAARR,, 11777799--11887799

Beginning in 1779, and going on for the next hundred years until 1879 there were nine major wars (1779–81; 
1793; 1799–1802; 1811–12; 1818–19; 1834–1835; 1846–48 [also known as the War of the Axe]; 1850–52 [also 
known as the War of Mlanjeni]; 1877–78), referred to collectively as “Cape Frontier Wars”—but labeled by coloni-
al historians as the “Kaffir Wars”—between, primarily, the Afrikaners, and later the British, on one hand, and on 
the other the Xhosa (who, it may be noted, at times fought among themselves on how best to deal with the co-
lonial interlopers). Notable events associated with these wars included: the involvement of large numbers of 
Khoena servants of the Afrikaners in the 1799–1802 war, and later, in the 1850–52 war, the Khoena descendants 
of the Kat River Settlement (on both occasions they fought on the side of the Xhosa); the arrival of the British 
settlers in 1820 that eventually led to the 1834–35 war (and during the same war the homicide of the Xhosa par-
amount chief Hintsa and the mutilation of his body while in British custody); and the participation of the Mfengu 
(“Christianized” Xhosa who lived around European missionary stations) on the side of the colonists against their 
fellow Xhosa in the 1877–78 war.

The Hundred-Year War was not the only war of dispossession that the colonial settlers fought with Africans; there 
were many others. Among the more salient that eventually led to the permanent defeat of the Africans, amidst a 
massive loss of land and livelihood (in favor of permanent bondage to the European colonists), are these: 
 1659, and 1673–77: the defeats of the Khoena by the VOC  (the Dutch)
 1837: The Voortrekkers under the leadership of Hendrik Potgieter defeat the Ndebele at Marico River and dis-

possess them of their land between the Vaal and Limpopo Rivers, naming it the Transvaal (it would be recog-
nized as Afrikaner territory, in 1852, following the Sand River Convention by the British). In 1857, this settler-
occupied territory would rename itself the South African Republic, with Marthinus W. Pretorius as its first presi-
dent. 

 1838: The Voortrekkers under the leadership of Andries Pretorius defeat the Zulu at the “Battle of Blood River,” 
and dispossess them of their land to establish the Afrikaner republic of Natal (however, the British would soon 
annex the territory, in 1843). 

 1873: suppression of the rebellion by Hlubi chief Langalibalele in Natal. 
 1876: the Pedi under Sekhukhune, repel an attack by Afrikaner commandos. 
 1877–78: suppression of the rebellion by the Tswana. 
 1879: Zululand is conquered by British forces (despite their initial defeat by the Zulus at the battle of Isandlwa-

na), and who in the same year also defeat the Pedi and depose Sekhukhune. 
 1880: the southern Sotho under Letsie stage a rebellion against the British—it is partially successful. 
 1898: the Venda are subjugated by the Afrikaners. 
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1838: Founding of the republic 
of Natal by the Voortrekkers 
(after they defeat the Zulu at 
the Battle of Blood River). In 1839:
The Voortrekkers carve out the 
Republic of Natalia but a few 
years later (in 1843) the British 
annex the territory and rename 
it Natal Province. In 1867: Dia-
mond mining commences in 
South Africa in a part of the 
country that at the time was 
called Griqualand West, cen-
tered around a place that 
would come to be known as 
Kimberley. From 1880–1881:
The period of the little-known 
First Anglo-Boer War, compris-
ing mainly skirmishes between 
Afrikaners of the Transvaal and 
the British. In 1879: The British 
colonial forces conquer the Zu-
lu but not before suffering a defeat at the Battle of Isandlwana. In 1886: Gold mining on an industrial scale, in 
part based on U.S. expertise and technology, commences in South Africa in an area called the Witwatersrand 
in the Transvaal. In 1898: The completion of the subjugation of the African peoples of South Africa with the 
defeat of the Venda people by the Afrikaners. From 1899–1902: The period of 

the Second (better-known) Anglo-Boer War, which commenced on October 
11. In May 1902 the Peace Treaty of Vereeniging ends the war, with the Brit-
ish emerging as victors from the conflict. In 1907: The Asiatic Law Amend-

Battle of Isandlwana

Passes being burned at the Hamidia Mosque, August 16, 1908
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ment Act (Act No. 2) is enacted. Also referred to as the “Black Act” 
and passed by the Transvaal as an amendment of Law 3 of 1885, it 
was designed to severely curtail whatever few civil rights enjoyed by 
the free (nonindentured) South African Asians—people of Indian, 
plus in this case Chinese, descent. It would provoke the first major 
political protest, involving nonviolent civil disobedience, organized 
by Mahatma Gandhi (arrived in Natal to practice law on May 23, 1893 
and would live there until July 1914), and would include an alliance, 
albeit one of convenience, with the South African Chinese. In 1908:
On August 16, Mahatma Gandhi urges thousands of protesters 
(mainly Asians) to burn their segregationist passes in the courtyard of 
the Hamidia Mosque, located in New-
town, a suburb of Johannesburg. From 
1909–1910: British Parliament enacts 
the South Africa Act, which leads the 
following year to the formation of the 
Union of South Africa that federates the 
two British colonial provinces of Cape 
Province and Natal together with the 
two self-governing Afrikaner colonies 
of Transvaal and Orange Free State, and 

simultaneously ends formal British colonial rule over the resulting entity. In 
this new nation blacks are effectively excluded from all political participation. 
The first prime minister of the Union of South Africa is General Louis S. Both 
and he would hold this position until 1919. In 1912: The formation of the pre-
cursor of the African National Congress, the South African Native National Con-
gress (in 1923 its name would be changed to the African National Congress). In 
1913: passage of the Natives Land Act (Act No. 27 of 1913). The Act apportioned land between whites and in-
digenous Africans whereby neither could own or rent each other’s land. More egregious, however, is that the 
apportionment was extremely unequal (in order to guarantee the lop-sided monopolization by the settlers of 
most of the productive land resources, and, at the same time, to force the African peasantry to release its la-
bor-power for exploitation by the settlers). The indigenous Africans, the majority, constituting roughly two-
thirds of the total population, were given a paltry 7% (later increased to about 13% by the Development Trust 

and Land Act [Act No. 18 of 1936]). 
Moreover, it was land that was often 
deemed unsuitable for white needs and 
it was divided into tribal reservations. 
In 1918: The secretive white settler Af-
rikaner Broederbond is established. 
Broederbond means “band of brothers” 
and its objective is to advance the inter-
ests of the Afrikaners; in time, it would 
acquire considerable “behind-the-
scenes”power following the electoral 
victory of the National Party in 1948. It 
is the Broederbond that was responsi-
ble for the rationale behind the apart-
heid system that the National Party 
came to implement, and years later it 
would also be responsible for steering 

The delegation of the South African Native National Congress in London, 1914, sent to plead 
their objection to the 1913 Native Land Act. (From left to right, front row: Thomas Mapikela; 
John Dube; and Sol T. Plaatje. Standing in the back: Walter Rubusana and Saul Nsane.)
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11991188:: BBiirrtthh
Nelson Mandela, one of the most respected political figures of the twentieth century, began his life in Mvezo, 
a small rural village in South Africa’s present day Eastern Cape Province in a relatively remote area that used 

to be called the Transkei. He was born on July 18, 1918. Presciently named 
Rolihlahla, colloquially meaning “troublemaker” in his isiXhosa language, he 
would a few years later acquire the name of Nelson. It was given to him by 
his primary school teacher, a Miss Mdingane, on the first day of school, ap-
parently for no rhyme or reason other than the fact that English names in 

place of African names 
were considered a 
badge of “civilization,” 
during the British colo-
nial era. (Later in life he 
would also be known 
by his Thembu clan 
name Madiba; as well 
as Tata—meaning 
“father” in isiXhosa.) 

11991199:: QQuunnuu
His father, Henry 
Mphakanyiswa Gadla 
Mandela (his mother: 
Nonqaphi Nosekeni), 
was a local hereditary 
chief but in 1919 he was 
forced to relinquish his 
chieftainship by the authorities following a dispute, prompting 
a move to another nearby village called Qunu. A few years later 
his father passed away orphaning Mandela at the age of nine. 

His father’s cousin, 
Chief Jongintaba 
Dalindyebo, the act-
ing paramount chief 
of the Tembu clan, 
becomes his guardi-
an. Mandela spent 
most of his childhood in Qunu and fond memories of which led to 
his eventual return there, following his death. (Mandela was bur-
ied in Qunu upon his request, on December 15, 2013). 

MMaapp ooff AAppaarrtthheeiidd--eerraa SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaa

NNoottee:: Observe the legacy of the 1913 Na-
ves Land Act: small fragments (in color on 
the map) of African ethnic areas (into 
which the majority of the populaon was 
forcibly crowded, leaving the rest of the 
country for the exclusive use by, primarily, 
the white minority) are scaered irraon-
ally, from the perspecve of African de-
mography, across the country. Note: these 
areas came to be called o cially bantu-
stans and later, “homelands.”
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11994400:: SSttuuddeenntt PPoolliittiiccss
Enrolls in 1939 at the University of Fort Hare (which 

began its life as the 
South Africa Native Col-
lege in 1916, that is, a 
college for blacks), to 
pursue a BA degree; and 
it is there where he 
meets his comrade and 
lifelong friend Oliver 
Tambo. The following 
year, however, he is ex-
pelled by the university 
administration for his 
involvement with campus politics (specifically a boycott, organized by the Stu-
dents’ Representative Council, aimed at what they felt were some unacceptable 
university policies). He completed his degree by correspondence through Uni-
versity of South Africa. In 1943, Mandela would be admitted to the University 

of Witwatersrand to study law. He did not complete that degree, but he did get a two-year diploma in law.

11994444:: NNaattiioonnaall PPoolliittiiccss——FFoorrmmaattiioonn ooff tthhee AANNCCYYLL
Mandela (together 
with Anton Lembede, 
Oliver Tambo and 
Walter Sisulu among 
others) help to estab-
lish, on April 2, a 
youth wing of the 
A.N.C. called the Afri-
can National Congress 
Youth League. 
(ANCYL). Lembede 
was its first president.  

Photo of young Mandela taken in 1937

Mandela with Dadoo addressing a gathering in front of Johannesburg City Hall (1945)

11994433:: AAlleexxaannddrraa BBuuss BBooyyccootttt
Mandela’s serious encounter with political activism begins with his participation in the 1943 boycott of buses 
(because of an increase in fares) by residents of the township of Alexandra (organized by Gaur Radebe, a co-
worker at the law firm of Witkin, Sidelsky & Eidelman where Mandela clerked and an active member of both 
the African National Congress [A.N.C.]—a nationalist organization established in 1912 to promote multi-racial 
democracy—and the South African Communist Party [S.A.C.P.]). The boycott (which involved commuters 
walking nearly ten miles) was a success, and it would set the stage for the more well-known 1957 Alexandra 
Bus Boycott. In the same year Mandela becomes a member of the A.N.C. 

Nelson Mandela at the beginning of his political career (here with Dr. 
Yusuf Mohamed Dadoo of the Transvaal Indian Congress, 1945)
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11994444:: FFiirrsstt MMaarrrriiaaggee
On October 5, Mandela marries Walter Sisulu’s first cousin, Evelyn 
Ntoko Mase. They had four children, two sons (Thembikele and 
Makgatho) and two daughters (both named Makaziwe as the first 
would pass away in infancy). As a trained nurse she was the family’s 
breadwinner while Mandela studied law. However, Mandela’s politi-
cal activism, as well as religious differences (she was a deeply reli-
gious person, going on later to become a Jehovah’s Witness) would 
eventually take a toll on their marriage; she divorced him in 1957 ac-
cusing him of adultery. Raising the children by herself, she remained 
single until 1998 when she married businessman Simon Rakeepile. 
Although she was not shy of publicly criticizing Mandela—even into 
his presidency of South Africa—when she passed away on April 30, 
2004 Mandela attended her funeral (together with Winnie (second 
marriage) and Graça (third marriage), such was his magnanimity.

11994488:: TThhee AAppaarrtthheeiidd SSyysstteemm
The primarily whites-only 
parliamentary elections of 
1948 are won by the Afrikan-
ers, the majority ethnic group 
among South Africa’s white 
minority. Their victorious 
political party, the National 
Party, immediately begins to 
enact laws that would for-
mally institutionalize the de 
facto racial segregation that 
had been the order of the day 
for most of South Africa’s 
history, ever since the first 
European colonial settlers 
had arrived some three hun-
dred years before, into an all-
pervasive all-encompassing 

11994488:: TThhee HHuummaann RRiigghhttss CChhaarrtteerr
On December 10, the United Nations adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. South Africa is among 
the eight who abstain from voting in favor of the adoption (even though General Jan Smuts, the South Afri-
can prime minister, had a hand in its formulation).

Photo taken at the wedding of Albertina and Walter 
Sisulu (April 1944). She was the bridesmaid, and he, 
the best man. 

11994488:: IInnddiiaa,, tthhee UU..NN..,, aanndd SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaa
In a letter to the U.N. Secretary General, the U.N. Representative of India, P.P. Pillai, requests that the U.N. 
consider the matter of racial segregation in South Africa, once more. (India had originally raised the matter in 
1946 in relation to South Africans of Indian origin.) An oft quoted line from his letter reads: “If the belief that 
there is to be one standard of treatment for the white races and another for the non-white continues to gain 
strength among the latter, the future for solidarity among the Members of the United Nations, and conse-
quently, for world peace, will indeed be dark.” 

TThhee EErraa ooff ““PPrroottoo--AAppaarrtthheeiidd””
The architects of apartheid, were not working from a blank slate. They were simply 
building on pre-existing racist legislation that the British colonial administration and its 
successor administrations had put in place. Consider the following pre-apartheid era 
legislation (which created a political and economic environment that can be labeled 
“proto-apartheid”).
Enactment of numerous versions of Masters and Servants Acts among all the four pre-
union territories of Cape Province, Natal, Orange Free State, and Transvaal. The un-
written intent of these acts was to control the movement and place of residence of in-
digenous Africans to facilitate the maximal exploitation of their labor by whites, at all 
levels of society (from individual households to mining corporations). These acts would 
remain in force until the 1970s. 
1894, The Glen Grey Act. Enacted in the Cape, when Cecil Rhodes was prime minister, 
its essential purpose was twofold, to “regularize” land tenure in the segregated African 
territories—so as to create land shortages in order to force out self-sufficient African 
peasants onto the labor market as landless peasants—and to create black administra-
tive structures (under white supervision) in the segregated black urban settlements 
(called “locations”). It may be noted that this Act was, in a sense, a precursor to the 
notorious Native Land Act of 1913. 
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white racist system they termed 
“apartheid” (apartness in Afri-
kaans). Apartheid was at once a 
socioeconomic project and a po-
litical project—the two were inti-
mately and dialectically relat-
ed—that sought to promote Af-
rikaner socioeconomic and cul-
tural supremacy in the first in-
stance and the supremacy of the 
white minority in general in the 
second. Building on existing rac-
ist legislation (such as the 1907 
Education Act No. 25, and the 
1913 Natives Land Act) and cen-
turies old customary segrega-
tionist practices, various Nation-
al Party-led governments would 
over the years systematically 
erect and perfect a highly op-
pressive, neo-fascist, racially 
segregated, super-exploitative 
socioeconomic order in which 
the profit-driven predatory 
usurpation of African lands and 
labor would be paramount. Ini-
tially, the system would rest on 
a base of three socially con-
structed races: Africans, Col-
oreds (persons of mixed-
ancestry), and whites; but later, 
a fourth would be added: Indi-
ans (Southeast Asians). The sys-
tem would be further modified to fragment the African majority into its smaller ethnic components fictively 
rooted geographically in separate rural labor reservations (which would be first called Bantustans and later dig-

1907, The Asiatic Law Amendment Act (Act No. 2). Also referred to as the “Black 
Act” and passed by the Transvaal as an amendment of Law 3 of 1885. This Act 
was designed to severely curtail whatever few civil rights that the free 
(nonindentured) South African Asians—people of Indian, and in this case Chinese 
descent—had. It would provoke the first major political protest, involving nonviolent 
civil disobedience, organized by Mahatma Gandhi (and would include an alliance, 
albeit one of convenience, with the South African Chinese). 
1913, The Native Land Act (Act No. 27 of 1913). Apportioned land between whites 
and aboriginal Africans whereby neither could own or rent each other’s land. The 
land set aside for the Africans (initially only about 7%, later increased to about 
13% by the Development Trust and Land Act [Act No. 18 of 1936]) was often that 
deemed unsuitable for white needs and it was divided into tribal reservations.
1923, Native Urban Areas Act (Act No. 21 of 1923). Divided the country into urban 
and rural areas with local authorities of urban areas charged with controlling the 
movement of aboriginal Africans into their areas, including the removal of unem-
ployed persons back onto the reservations. 
1924, Industrial Conciliation Act (Act No. 11 of 1924). Established the “color bar” in 
employment, and prohibited the membership of black workers in white unions, or 
the formation of black trade unions. 
1926, Immorality Act (Act No. 5 of 1926). Proscribed extra-marital sexual inter-
course between aboriginal Africans and whites. Some decades later, the Immorali-
ty Amendment Act [Act No. 21 of 1950 ] would add Coloreds and Asians with 
whom whites were not permitted to have extra-marital sexual intercourse. A few 
years later still, the Sexual Offenses (Immorality) Act (Act No. 23 of 1957), would 
further strengthen these prohibitions. 
1930, Riotous Assemblies (Amendment) Act (Act No. 19 of 1930). Proscribed any 
speech (in any form, printed or otherwise) calculated to oppose white supremacy. 
1937, Native Laws Amendment Act (Act No. 46 of 1937). Prohibited the acquisition 
of land in urban areas by blacks from whites (except by government consent). 
1945, Natives (Urban Areas) Consolidation Act (Act No. 25 of 1945). Reinforced 
the Native Urban Areas Act (Act No 21 of 1923), and allowed for “influx control” 
whereby unemployed black males, or black males who had been convicted of cer-
tain crimes, could be removed from an urban area to a reservation for indigenous 
Africans. 

PPRRIINNCCIIPPAALL AARRCCHHIITTEECCTTSS OOFF AAPPAARRTTHHEEIIDD:: TTHHEE GGAANNGG OOFF FFOOUURR

Balthazar Johannes Vorster, Prime 
Minister: 1966-1978

Johannes G. Strijdom, Prime 
Minister: 1954-1958

Hendrik Frensch Verwoerd, Prime 
Minister: 1958-1966

Daniel François Malan, Prime 
Minister: 1948-1954
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nified with the label “homelands”). It should be noted here that, in 
principle, apartheid as a formal system was not an entirely original cre-
ation. In many ways the system was an echo of the Jim Crow racial 

segregation prevalent in United States during the period roughly 
1880s to 1964. (It also, to some extent, incorporated a version of the 
Native American reservation system).

11994499:: AAppaarrtthheeiidd LLeeggiissllaattiioonn
Building on some previous legislation, the newly elected white 
minority government, under the guidance of the National Party, 
begins the legislative process of enacting into law key elements of 
its neofascist vision of an apartheid society; including: In 1949:
Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act (Act No. 55 of 1949). Banned in-
terracial marriages between blacks and whites. Later, by means of 
the Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Amendment Act (Act No 21 of 
1968), interracial marriages contracted outside South Africa would 
also be frowned upon by rendering them invalid. In 1950: Popula-
tion Registration Act (Act No. 30 of 1950). Strengthened existing 
racial classification laws by requiring the identification and regis-
tration at birth of all individuals as belonging to one of these four 

A present-day take on “Jim Crow” of the past: the current right-wing backlash in the U.S. against 
the spirit and intent of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. (An editorial cartoon featuring President 
Barack Obama wearing a Mandela T-shirt by Rob Rogers published on December 10, 2013 in 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette—that is, around the time of Nelson Mandela’s death—titled Ameri-
can Apartheid, with the comment: “Nelson Mandela will be mourned as a civil rights leader for 
the ages. We could use some of his wisdom right now in this country. … we have a Republican 
Party that would like to return us to the glorious days of Jim Crow.”)

AAffrriikkaanneerrss
Afrikaners are mixed-parentage de-
scendants of the original European 
colonial selers (mainly Dutch, 
French, and Germans), who arrived 
at the Cape beginning in 1652 un-
der the leadership, inially, of one, 
Jan Van Riebeeck. (He was an em-
ployee of the Dutch East India Com-
pany, and he was tasked to set up a 
shipping staon for their ships en 
route to and from the East.) Some 
150 years later, their descendants 
would migrate out of the Cape re-
gion shortly a er the Brish arrived 
to rule the Cape (in 1806) to form 
the autonomous states of the Or-
ange Free State and the Transvaal. 
Along the way they would engage in 
frequent warfare with the African 
peoples they encountered. 
(Compare, the selement of the 
West in the U.S. by European colo-
nial selers.) This migraon (taking 
place roughly from mid-1830s to 
mid-1840s), prompted by dissas-
facon with Brish liberal policies, 
especially with their decision to free 
the enslaved and abolish slavery in 
the Cape, came to be known as the 
Great Trek, and it has great symbol-
ic signi cance in Afrikaner history. 
Afrikaners are also somemes re-
ferred to as the Boers (Dutch word 
for peasant farmer). 
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socially-constructed racial 
classifications: Africans, 
Asians, Coloreds, and 
Whites. In 1950: Group Areas 
Act (Act No. 41 of 1950). Re-
quired strict residential seg-
regation of the four socially-
constructed racial groups. In 
1950: Internal Security 
(Suppression of Communism) 
Act (Act No. 44 of 1950). This 
act, together with the Sup-
pression of Communism 
Amendment Act (Act No. 50 
of 1951), the Riotous Assem-
blies and Suppression of Com-
munism Amendment Act (Act 
No 15 of 1954), the Unlawful 
Organizations Act (Act No. 34 
of 1960), and other similar 
legislation that would come 
later, defined “communism” 
broadly to include any form 
of opposition to apartheid 
and white supremacy, and 
proscribed all such activity 
as well as a number of spe-
cific organizations, including 
the Communist Party, the 
A.N.C., and the Pan-African 
Congress. The provisions of 
these various pieces of legis-
lation would be consolidat-
ed, rationalized and expand-
ed some three decades later 
with the Internal Security Act
(Act No. 32 of 1979), and the 
similarly titled Internal Secu-
rity Act (Act No. 74 of 1982). 
In 1951: Bantu Authorities 
Act (Act No. 68 of 1951). This 
act, together with the Repre-
sentation between Republic of 
South Africa and Self-
Governing Territories 
(Promotion of Bantu Self-
Government) Act (Act No 46 
of 1959), led to the creation 
of ethnically designated in-
digenous African home-
lands—initially called Ban-

JJiimm CCrrooww
“Jim Crow” is a phrase that refers to the racial segregaon that had existed de 
facto in the United States (primarily an outcome of the massive immigraon of 
the European working class and peasantry to the United States in the early 
1800s) prior to the Civil War but which became de jure, mostly in the South, 
following the abolion of slavery. This juridical-based form of segregaon 
arose with the return of the former confederate governments to power 
(e ected through the use of terror) in the post-Reconstrucon era, in spite of 

the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fi eenth 
Amendments to the U.S. constuon that had 

rmly established the civil and human rights of 
African Americans. The power of an alliance of 
white agrarian and urban capitalist classes in 
the U.S. South bent on restoring as many fea-
tures of the old slave order as possible, oper-
ang through such terrorist groups as the Ku 
Klux Klan, was such that not only did they sys-
temacally and brutally disenfranchise African 
Americans (and other racial minories), but 
managed to create a polical and legal envi-
ronment in which the U.S. Supreme Court re-
versed the legislave intent of the amend-
ments—by means of a ruling in an infamous 

case called Plessey v. Ferguson (1896) that came up with the bogus doctrine 
of “separate but equal.” (This doctrine would not be overturned unl a ruling 
in another Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Educaon [1954]). Howev-
er, like its counterpart, South African apartheid, Jim Crow evolved to be more 
than simply racial segregaon; it was a neo-fascist polical order, a proto-
totalitarian system in which the civil and human rights of those whites who 
opposed racial segregaon (albeit a ny minority) were also wiped out. The 
term Jim Crow itself is said to originate from a song sung by an enslaved Afri-
can American owned by a Mr. Crow and overheard and later popularized 
(beginning in 1828 in Louisville) by Daddy Rice (Thomas Dartmouth Rice) 
through the medium of black minstrel shows—comedic song and dance rou-
nes performed by whites in blackface based on highly demeaning negave 
stereotypes of African Americans. The song’s refrain went: 

Wheel about and turn about
And do jis so, 
Ebry me I wheel about 
I jump Jim Crow 
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tustans—out of the African reservations and eliminated all 
parliamentary representation of indigenous Africans. In 
1952: Native Education Act (Act No. 47 of 1953). This act, 
together with similar legislation such as the Bantu Education 
Act (Act No. 47 of 1953), established a racially segregated 
education system for indigenous Africans, as well as man-
dated a curriculum deemed “appropriate” to them so that 
they did not aspire to positions above those determined by 
apartheid. In 1952: Native Laws Amendment Act (Act No. 54 
of 1952). Required all indigenous Afri-
cans over the age of sixteen to carry 
passes (a form of internal passport) at 
all times that established their legitima-
cy to be in a given area. Failure to pro-
duce a validated “passport” on de-
mand by the police constituted nothing 
less than a criminal offense. Thousand 
upon thousands, over the decades, 
would fall foul of what came to be 
known as the “pass laws” (which were 
further entrenched with other legisla-
tion such as the Aliens and Immigration 
Laws Amendment Act (Act No. 49 of 
1984). There were two main objectives 
behind the pass laws: to control the supply of African labor by controlling its movement and to undermine 
the ability of the African majority to organize politically. This device was not an original invention of the 
apartheid state; it inherited it from the British colonial authorities. In 1953: Public Safety Act (Act No. 3 of 
1953). This legislation, together with various other similar legislation, provided for the declaration of a “state 
of emergency,” whereby the apartheid government at all levels acquired 
wide-ranging untrammeled police powers to arrest, detain, outlaw mass 
gatherings, etc., and at the same time effectively rendered illegal any form 
of opposition to white supremacy, peaceful or otherwise, including nonvi-

olent civil disobedience. In 1953: Reserva-
tion of Separate Amenities Act (Act No. 49 of 
1953). Segregated public transportation 
and other public facilities by race. Howev-
er, interestingly, perhaps learning a lesson 
from the ongoing anti-Jim Crow litigation 

efforts of the NAACP 
in the United States, 
the Act also indicated 
that the separate facil-
ities did not have to 
be of equal quality. Mandela defiantly burning his passbook in 

protest (1960)
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11995522:: DDeeppuuttyy PPrreessiiddeenntt ooff
tthhee AA..NN..CC..
Elected as deputy president of the African National Con-
gress. In the same year, he also opens the first African law 
practice (together with his friend Oliver Tambo) in the his-
tory of South Africa.

11995500:: TThhee CCPPSSAA iiss DDiissssoollvveedd
The Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA), founded on July 30, 1921, which would play an active role in 
the struggle for racial equality, dissolves itself in the face of an impending government measure to declare it 

illegal. (This would be the 
beginning of a concerted 
neofascist attack on anti-
apartheid organizations by 
the newly founded apart-
heid state; about ten years 
later the A.N.C. would also 
be banned.) Three years 
later, in 1953, the CPSA 
would be reconstituted as a 
secret underground organi-
zation with the name South 
African Communist Party 

(SACP)—the 
Chairman of 
its Central 
Committee 
would be Dr. 
Yusuf Mo-
hamed Dadoo 
and its Secre-
tary, Moses 

11995511:: PPrreessiiddeenntt ooff tthhee AANN--
CCYYLL
After a stint as its national secretary, Mandela is elected 

“Long speeches, the shaking 
of sts, the banging of tables 
and strongly worded resolu-
ons out of touch with the 
objecve condions do not 
bring about mass acon and 
can do a great deal of harm 
to the organizaon and the 
struggle we serve.”~ Mandela’s 
presidential address to the A.N.C. Trans-
vaal Congress (September 21, 1953)

Lawyers Tambo and Mandela

Moses KotaneYusuf Dadoo

Moses Kotane with Mandela (1956)
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11995522:: TThhee DDeeffiiaannccee CCaammppaaiiggnn
Together with other anti-apartheid organizations (notably the South African Indian Congress, and the Col-
ored People’s Congress), the A.N.C. launches the non-violent “Campaign of Defiance Against Unjust 

Laws,” with Mandela serving as the 
National Volunteer-in-Chief and 
Maulvi Ismail Ahmed Cachalia as his 
deputy. This was the first time in South 
Africa’s history that a large-scale, but 
peaceful, multi-racial campaign was 
launched to challenge the increasingly 
racially oppressive legislative machina-
tions of the newly-born apartheid state 
engineered by D. F. Malan’s National 
Party-led government. The strategy of 
non-violent resistance (in the form of 
civil disobedience) that the Campaign 
was based on was a direct legacy of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s religio-political 
movement called Satyagraha begun in 
1906 while he was in South Africa (and 
perfected in India during his leadership 

of the successful independence struggle there). The Campaign would lead to arrests of some of the key lead-
ers for violating the so-called Suppression of Communism Act. (Unlike in decades to come, there was still, at 
this time, a modicum of respect for the rule of law.) In terms of immediate objectives, the Defiance Cam-
paign was a failure; however, from the perspective of political mobilization and consciousness raising, it was 

a resounding success. It not only catapulted the A.N.C. to a truly mass-based na-
tion-wide anti-apartheid organization as its membership skyrocketed, but it would 
set the stage for a stronger political resolve to mount more multi-racial struggles 

against apartheid in years to come, until the eventual defeat of apart-
heid some forty years later.

Left to right: Dr. James Moroka, Nelson Mandela, and Dr. Yusuf Dadoo—among those on trial. 

Leaders of the Defiance Campaign; they would receive suspended jail sentences for their 
anti-apartheid activities following their arrest and trial.

“Satyagraha is a weapon 
of the strong; it admits of 
no violence under any cir-
cumstance whatsoever; 
and it ever insists upon 
truth…. There is no God 
higher than truth.” ~ Mahat-
ma Gandhi
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“All people, irrespecve 
of the naonal group they 
belong to and irrespecve 
of the color of their skin, 
who have made South Af-
rica their home, are en-
tled to live a full and free 
life. 

“Full democrac rights 
with direct say in the 
a airs of the government 
are the inalienable right 
of every South African - a 
right which must be real-
ized now if South Africa is 
to be saved from social 
chaos and tyranny and 
from the evils arising out 
of the exisng denial of the franchise of vast masses of the populaon on the 
grounds of race and color. 

“The struggle which the naonal organizaons of the non-European people are 
conducng is not directed against any race or naonal group. It is against the 
unjust laws which keep in perpetual subjecon and misery vast secons of the 
populaon. It is for the creaon of condions which will restore human dignity, 
equality and freedom to every South African.” ~Part of the statement issued during the 
planning stages of the Defiance Campaign.

Dr. James Moroka, President of the A.N.C., 
1949-1952. (He would eventually be expelled 
from the party for rejecting A.N.C.’s core prin-
ciple of racial equality).

Some of the organizers of the Campaign in a Johannesburg court, August 26, 1952 
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11995555:: TThhee FFrreeeeddoomm CChhaarrtteerr
A loose but determined coalition of various anti-apartheid organizations known as the Congress Alliance, issue 
the Freedom Charter, calling for a multi-racial democracy in South Africa, at a public gathering dubbed the 
“Congress of the People.” (The alliance comprised the African National Congress, the South African Indian 
Congress, the South African Colored People’s Organization, the South African Congress of Democrats and the 

South African 
Congress of Trade 
Unions, and infor-
mally the South 
African Com-
munist Party—
although declared 
illegal by the 
apartheid state in 
1950, it continued 
to remain active 
unofficially 
through some of 
its former mem-
bers.) Meeting in 
Kliptown on the 
outskirts of Johan-
nesburg, some 
3000 delegates 

adopted it on June 26, 1955 (Shortly thereafter, the apartheid police moved in and broke up the meeting, which 
had been scheduled to last three days.) From the perspective of apartheid South Africa this was a revolutionary 
document, which indeed it was—for it not only called for democratic freedoms and rights for all, regardless of 
race or gender or ethnicity, but it also laid out the basic economic principles of what a future democratic South 
Africa would look like. In fact, even from the vantage point of a post-apartheid South Africa of today, the Free-
dom Charter remains revolutionary (perhaps even embarrassingly revolutionary) given the Fanonite compra-

dorial trajectory to date of 
the ruling petty bourgeois-
led African National Con-
gress. In 1955, the apartheid 
state could not leave the doc-
ument unchallenged. It soon 
declared it a communist 
manifesto and proceeded to 
arrest a number of its organ-
izers (156 in all) on grounds 
of committing high treason. 
For some of them, including 
Mandela of course (who 
were considered by the 
apartheid state as especially 
dangerous politically), the 
Treason Trial, as it came to 
be known, lasted for over 
four years! A note about the 
terminology: the use of the 
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word “black” in the Charter signified not just black South Africans but all South Africans of whatever color 
but whose ancestry was not of European origin.

The Freedom Charter
Adopted at the Congress of the People, Kliptown, Johannesburg, on June 25 and 26, 1955 

We, the People of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to know:

 that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white, and that no government can justly claim authority unless it is
based on the will of all the people;

 that our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and peace by a form of government founded on injustice and
inequality;

 that our country will never be prosperous or free until all our people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities;
 that only a democratic state, based on the will of all the people, can secure to all their birthright without distinction of colour, 

race, sex or belief;
 And therefore, we, the people of South Africa, black and white together equals, countrymen and brothers adopt this Freedom 

Charter;
 And we pledge ourselves to strive together, sparing neither strength nor courage, until the democratic changes here set out 

have been won. 

The People Shall Govern! Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and to stand as a candidate for all bodies which 
make laws; The rights of the people shall be the same, regardless of race, color or sex; … 

All National Groups Shall have Equal Rights! … The preaching and practice of national, race or color discrimination and con-
tempt shall be a punishable crime; All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside; ... 

The People Shall Share in the Country's Wealth! The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all South Africans, shall be 
restored to the people; The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the banks and monopoly industry shall be transferred to the ownership 
of the people as a whole; … 

The Land Shall be Shared Among Those Who Work It! Restrictions of land ownership on a racial basis shall be ended, and all 
the land redivided amongst those who work it, to banish famine and land hunger; … 

All Shall be Equal Before the Law! No one shall be imprisoned, deported or restricted without a fair trial; ... All laws which discrim-

Excerpts from The Freedom Charter
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11995555:: FFoouunnddiinngg ooff tthhee BBllaacckk SSaasshh
In the same year that the Freedom 
Charter was adopted by anti-
apartheid forces, a group of liber-
al-minded white women (Jean 
Sinclair, Ruth Foley, Elizabeth 
McLaren, Tertia Pybus, Jean 
Bosazza, and Helen Newton-
Thompson) formed the 
“Women’s Defence of the Consti-
tution League,” to protest against 
apartheid-related changes to the 
Constitution engineered by the 
National Party-led government. 
Wearing black sashes to symbol-
ize their mourning of the erosion 

inate on grounds of race, color or belief shall be repealed.

All Shall Enjoy Equal Human Rights! The law shall guaran-
tee to all their right to speak, to organize, to meet together, to 
publish, to preach, to worship and to educate their children; …
Pass Laws, permits and all other laws restricting these free-
doms shall be abolished. 

There Shall be Work and Security! … There shall be a forty-
hour working week, a national minimum wage, paid annual 
leave, and sick leave for all workers, and maternity leave on 
full pay for all working mothers; Miners, domestic workers, 
farm workers and civil servants shall have the same rights as 
all others who work; … 

The Doors of Learning and Culture Shall be Opened! … 
Education shall be free, compulsory, universal and equal for 
all children; Higher education and technical training shall be 
opened to all by means of state allowances and scholarships 
awarded on the basis of merit; … 

There Shall be Houses, Security and Comfort! … All peo-
ple shall have the right to live where they choose, to be de-
cently housed, and to bring up their families in comfort and 
security; … Free medical care and hospitalization shall be 
provided for all, with special care for mothers and young chil-
dren; … The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick 
shall be cared for by the state; … 

There Shall be Peace and Friendship! …South Africa shall 
be a fully independent state, which respects the rights and 
sovereignty of all nations; South Africa shall strive to maintain 
world peace and the settlement of all international disputes by 
negotiation-not war; … 

THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, 
THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES, UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY 

A protest organized by the Black Sash
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11995566:: TTrreeaassoonn
TTrriiaall
Mandela is arrested on De-
cember 5, with more than 
150 others, for allegedly 
plotting to use violence to 
overthrow the apartheid 
government. They are 
charged with high treason 
(which carried the death 
penalty). The trial lasts for 
over four years; however, 
he and 28 others are even-
tually acquitted on March 
29, 1961.

of constitutional rights, and despite facing vilification, harassment, and ostracism from fellow whites, they 
soon morphed into an organization that campaigned against racial discrimination generally, while at the 
same time providing legal and other assistance to black South Africans running afoul of the pass laws. They 
also formally adopted the name Black Sash. Mandela paid tribute to their work from prison in a letter to the 
organization’s president, 
Sheena Duncan, as it 
marked, in 1985, the 30th 
anniversary of its birth. In 
the post-apartheid era, the 
organization continues to do 
its human rights and social 
justice work—especially tar-

A.N.C. supporters pray in front of the Johannesburg courthouse in support of Mandela and others

Onlookers cheer as the prisoners are brought to the courthouse 
in a police bus, with one man even climbing boldly on to the bus 
to shout words of encouragement

Outside the courtroom (1958)
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11995588:: SSeeccoonndd MMaarrrriiaaggee
Following his divorce the year before, Mandela marries Nomzamo “Winnie” Madikizela. They had two chil-

dren: daughters Zenani and Zindzi. Although she re-
mained married to Mandela throughout the time he was 
in prison, close to thirty years (1963 to 1990), the marriage 
ended in divorce in 1996 following a four-year separation 
beginning in 1992 (two years after he had been released 
from prison). The separation and divorce grew out of both 
accusations of her infidelity while he was in prison, as 
well as allegations of such horrendous politically-
motivated acts as kidnappings and murder!  There is no 

question that her role in the anti-
apartheid struggle was not marginal; 
however, the decision by the A.N.C., at 
the height of the anti-apartheid struggle, 
to recognize her as more than just the 
spouse and the public face of the incarcer-
ated Nelson Mandela (that is, as someone 

who in her own right had stood up to the thuggery of the apartheid 
regime at great personal cost) appeared to have gone to her head 
in a most tragic and unsa- vory way. And even after the divorce, as 
her political career waxed in post-apartheid South Africa—she man-
aged to retain the deep allegiance of many of A.N.C.’s rank and file—allegations of lies, deceit, and serious cor-
ruption would continue to dog her. Toward the very end of his life, however, the two appeared to have recon-
ciled. She visited him often in hospital and attended his funeral, in the company of his third wife, no less. (In 
1998, Mandela, on his 80th birthday, would marry again, for the third time.)

11995599:: PPaann AAffrriiccaanniisstt CCoonnggrreessss
An ultranationalist splinter group leaves the A.N.C. to form, on April 6 in 
Soweto, Johannesburg, a separate movement with the name Pan-Africanist 
Congress (PAC). Their basic source of disagreement was racial: the group felt 
that the A.N.C. was a sell-out with its emphasis on multiracial democracy. 
Rejecting the Freedom Charter, for example, The PAC argued that South Afri-
ca, which it would rename “Azania,” belonged to black South Africans alone 
(hence its rallying cry: “Africa for the Africans”). They were also opposed to 
the leftward leaning economic policies advocated by the Freedom Charter, 
which they felt was the handiwork of the communist sympathizers of the 
A.N.C. The key figures in the splinter group included Anton Lembde, Pot-
lako Leballo, A.P. Mda, and Robert Sobukwe who would become its leader. 
The movement never really gained credibility within and without South Africa, not so much because of its rac-
ist position, but because of disarray within its leadership at all levels: in terms of objectives, strategies, and even 

the presidency of the organization (especially following the death of 
Sobukwe in 1978). Nevertheless, in terms of the broader antiapartheid strug-
gle, the PAC is indelibly etched in the annals of the history of that struggle. 
This is because of, most ironically, a poorly organized nationwide anti-pass 
boycott in March 1960 that would elicit a reflexive heavy handed response 
from the apartheid government where in one instance, in the town of Sharpe-
ville in the Transvaal, it would provoke a severely brutal overreaction from 
the apartheid police: the Sharpeville Massacre. The massacre would be a turn-

Robert Sobukwe

The Mandelas, with their firstborn (daughter Zindzi), 
1961
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11996600:: TThhee SShhaarrppeevviillllee MMaassssaaccrree
On March 21, firing into a crowd of peaceful unarmed demonstrators protesting the pass laws, even as they 
begin to disperse, the 
Sharpeville apartheid 
police precipitates the 
infamous Sharpeville 
Massacre (with 69 
dead, many shot in the 
back, and some 180 
injured).

11996600:: SSttaattee ooff EEmmeerrggeenn--
ccyy aanndd tthhee BBaannnniinngg ooff
tthhee AA..NN..CC..
To add insult to injury, a few days later, on March 
30, the apartheid government declares a state of 

emergency, arresting thousands; and shortly thereafter, on April 7, declares the A.N.C. and the P.A.C. illegal
organizations not permitted to operate in South Africa in any way or form. They have no choice but to go into 
exile; it would turn out to be a nearly three-decade long politically impotent wanderings in the wilderness of 
exile.

ing point in the anti-apartheid struggle: though probably no one could have predicted it at that time, it would 
be the inadvertent beginning of the end: within only 30 years (with the passage, on October 15, 1990, of the Dis-
criminatory Legislation Regarding Public Amenities Repeal Act (Act No. 100 of 1990)), not only would apartheid be 
dead but with it the nearly 300-year white minority rule itself!
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11996600:: NNoobbeell PPrriizzee ffoorr PPeeaaccee
Chief Albert John Luthuli, former president of the A.N.C., is awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace (becoming 
the first African to receive this award).

11996611:: TTrreeaassoonn TTrriiaall
EEnnddss
The Treason Trial comes to an end; and on 
March 29, 1961, Mandela and his colleagues 
are acquitted of high treason. However, 
fearing re-arrest, he decides to go under-
ground.

11996611:: FFoorrmmaattiioonn ooff uuMMkkhhoonnttoo wwee
SSiizzwwee
Although discussions among some members of the A.N.C. and its 
allies about armed struggle as an alternative to non-violent re-
sistance, in the face of the increasingly neo-fascist road the apartheid 
state was taking, predated the Sharpeville Massacre, it was that trag-
ic event that finally led the A.N.C. to reluctantly conclude that the 
white minority government would no longer tolerate any form of 
resistance to apartheid—including nonviolent resistance—and there-
fore the only option left was to turn to armed resistance; hence the 
formation of an independent armed wing that it named uMkhonto we 
Sizwe (meaning “Spear of the Nation” in isiZulu). Viewed strictly 
from the perspective of armed struggle, uMkhonto was more aspira-
tional than real—it saw practically little armed struggle over the 
course of its life (disbanded in 1990). The organization was officially 
launched on 16th December, and Mandela was named to head it. The 
following year he would leave South Africa to seek military training 
and allies.

“It is not necessary for me to speak at length about 
South Africa; its social system, its polics, its eco-
nomics, and its laws have forced themselves on the 
aenon of the world…. [There] the cult of race 

superiority and of white supremacy is wor-
shiped like a god. Few white people escape 
corrupon, and many of their children learn 
to believe that white men are unquesona-
bly superior, e cient, clever, industrious, 
and capable; that black men are, equally un-
quesonably, inferior, slothful, stupid, evil, 
and clumsy…. [Despite this fact] our vision 

has always been that of a nonracial, democrac 
South Africa which upholds the rights of all who 
live in our country to remain there as full cizens, 
with equal rights and responsibilies with all oth-
ers. For the consummaon of this ideal we have 
labored un inchingly. We shall connue to labor 
un inchingly. It is this vision which prompted the 
African Naonal Congress to invite members of 
other racial groups who believe with us in the 
brotherhood of man and in the freedom of all peo-
ple to join with us in establishing a non-racial, dem-
ocrac South Africa.” ~ Luthuli, from his Nobel Lecture deliv-
ered on December 11, 1961 in Oslo. 

Chief Luthuli



2244 ooff 5566

11996611:: CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn ooff tthhee BBeerrlliinn WWaallll
On August 13, construction of the Berlin Wall by the East German communist regime begins that would 
physically divide Berlin in two: East and West Berlin. The purpose was to prevent the massive exodus of East 
Germans unhappy with the Stalinist totalitarian communism of East Germany to neighboring capitalist dem-

ocratic West Germany. The significance of the wall for 
South African politics was that it was a symbol of a 

more virulent turn in 
the Cold War which 
would work to the ad-
vantage of the apart-
heid state; it enabled it 
to gain legitimacy in 
the eyes of the United 
States and its Western 
allies (United King-
dom, France, etc.) as a 
supposed bulwark 

against the spread of communism in Africa. For the 
A.N.C. and its allies, the heightening Cold War meant 
of course that their cause would receive little sympa-

thy in the West, especially in the decades immediately following its proscription by the apartheid state. They 
would be forced under the circumstances to turn to the communist east for assistance (which in turn pro-
voked further animosity from the West).

11996622:: MMiilliittaarryy TTrraaiinniinngg
Mandela secretly leaves South Africa to seek military training and financial support. Among the countries 
he would visit include Tanzania, Ethio-
pia, and Morocco. In both Ethiopia and 
in Morocco he receives some very rudi-
mentary military training (in Ethiopia 
his trainers are agents of the Israeli in-
telligence [Mossad] and in Morocco 
officers of the guerilla group fighting 
the French colonial authorities for the 
independence of Alegria, the Front de 
Libération Nationale [FLN]). As it turns 

out, he never gets the chance to put 
into practice whatever he may have 
learned—from the perspective of an 
armed liberation struggle.

Mandela with the FLN in Morocco
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11996611:: AArrmmeedd LLiibbeerraattiioonn SSttrruugggglleess iinn AAffrriiccaa
Algeria is not the only African country to embark on an armed lib-
eration struggle against a European colonial power. As most of Af-

rica hurtles toward political independ-
ence from European colonial rule in the 
decades following World War II (and in 
fact by 1968 the majority of the African 
countries would be independent) the re-
fusal by the then Portuguese neo-fascist 
state to even countenance any suggestion 
of political independence for its African 
colonies provokes armed liberation strug-

gles in its African col-
onies (with the United 
States and most of its 
allies taking the side of 
the Portuguese, and the 
communist nations of 
the Soviet Bloc, China, 
and Cuba, together with 
most of independent 
Africa, on the side of the 
liberationists). In Guin-
ea-Bissau, the armed 
struggle is launched in 
1961 by Partido Africano 
da Independência da Guiné e Cabo Verde (PAIGC) under the leader-
ship of Amilcar Cabral, and in the same year, by Movimento Popu-
lar de Libertação de Angola (MPLA) in Angola under the leadership 

of Agostinho Neto. Three years later, in 
1964, armed struggle begins in Mozam-
bique—launched by Frente de Libertação 
de Moçambique (FRELIMO) with Eduardo 
Mondlane at the helm. Around the same 
time, in 1966, an armed struggle by the 
South West Africa People's Organization
(SWAPO), led by Herman Andimba Toi-
vo Ya Toivo, begins in Namibia (South 
West Africa), a country illegally occu-
pied by the apartheid state. Several years 

Amilcar Cabral: “Tell no lies… Claim no easy victo-
ries….”

11996611:: LLeeaavveess tthhee CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh
On May 31, the apartheid government declares South Africa a republic and abandons its membership of the 
British-led Commonwealth of Nations, rather than face constant criticism for its racial policies. Its journey to-
ward the status of one of the world’s pariah states, except in most of the West, is now fully underway.

11996611:: AArrmmss EEmmbbaarrggoo
The United Nations initiates a voluntary arms embargo against South Africa.  It would have only symbolic 
meaning more than anything else.

Toivo Ya Toivo

Eduardo Mondlane
Agostinho Neto with Fidel Castro

Toivo ya Toivo: reunion with fellow prison inmate, Man-
dela
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11996622:: AAppppeeaall ffoorr AAccttiioonn AAggaaiinnsstt AAppaarrtt--
hheeiidd

The U.S. civil rights campaigner Martin Luther 
King, Jr, together with A.N.C.’s Albert Luthuli, 
issue the Appeal for Action Against Apartheid 
under the auspices of the American Commit-
tee on Africa (ACOA). The statement would 
be signed by over a hundred world leaders, 
notables, and academics (including James 
Baldwin, Ossie Davis, Ashley Montagu, Adam 
Clayton Powell, Ahmed Ben Bella, Simone de 

Beauvoir, and Tom Mboya).
11996633:: CCoommmmiitttteeee AAggaaiinnsstt AAppaarrtthheeiidd
Pursuant to the U.N. General Assembly Resolution 1761 of November 6, 1962, the 
United Nations establishes the United Nations Special Committee Against Apart-
heid—a body that, initially, is not welcomed by most Western nations (including the 
United States)—with its principal secretary E. S. Reddy of India, a man who would 
turn out to be an unwavering and indefatigable opponent of apartheid. In 1976, the 
Committee would be replaced by the U.N. Center Against Apartheid, with Reddy 
still at the helm, serving as the director of the center.

11996633:: AA RRaaiidd oonn aa FFaarrmm aanndd aa TTrriiaall
On July 11, while Mandela is serving a five-year sentence for, among other charges, going abroad illegally 
(he had been picked up on August 5, 1962, following his return, and upon conviction sentenced on Novem-
ber 7), the police raid the secret headquarters of Umkonto We Sizwe—the Lilliesleaf Farm—located on the 

outskirts of an affluent suburb of Johannesburg called Rivonia. 
(Interestingly, the raid involved a tip from a U.S. Central Intelli-
gence [CIA] infiltrator, according to Gerard Ludi, an apartheid 
government intelligence official. He would later claim in a BBC 
documentary, Nelson Mandela: Accused #1 (2004), that the CIA was 
forced to provide the intelligence it had on Mandela’s movements 
to the government because it had arrested one of its spies—
inadvertently—in Durban. The CIA used its intelligence as a bar-
gaining chip to obtain the release of its operative.) The raid un-
earthed a small cache of arms and other ordnance, together with 

incriminating documents. Among those arrested were a number of A free Dennis Goldberg, many years later, in front of the 
farm hideout. 

E. S. Reddy

later, another one of South Africa’s neighbors, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), also experiences sporadic armed libera-
tion struggle, beginning in 1970. The significance of these liberation wars for South Africa was that they 
helped to galvanize the political consciousness of many opposed to the apartheid state, and following inde-
pendence in these countries the A.N.C. was able to obtain sanctuary among some of them to advance its own 
struggle. At the same time, the apartheid state itself became militarily embroiled in the liberation wars 
(besides Namibia, in Angola, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe) on the side of the minority white governments, 
initially, and after independence in Angola and Mozambique in the mid-1970s, on the side of rebels—which 
over time would not only push it toward praetorianism, thereby intensifying opposition to it further among 
black South Africans, especially the young, but the wars would consume enormous amounts of resources, 
helping to weaken it politically and economically. Internationally, these military adventures on its borders 
would eventually help deepen its diplomatic isolation. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Let us recognize that each 
of us, of whatever race, 
from whatever naon 
makes apartheid possible 
as long as we fail to take 
acon against it.” ~ Appeal for 
Action Against Apartheid
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11996633--11996644:: TThhee RRiivvoonniiaa TTrriiaall
The Rivonia Trial, as the treason trial came to be known, began on October 9, 1963. Its conclusion saw life-
imprisonment being imposed, on June 12, 1964, by Judge Quartus de Wet on the eight remaining defend-
ants. Besides Goldberg, Kathrada, Mandela, and Sisulu, they were Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba, Elias 
Motsoaledi, and Andrew Mlangeni. Under South African apartheid law, treason was punishable by death; 
so, why were they given a life sentence instead? This was mainly due to world-wide protests, which forced 
the prosecution to seek life-imprisonment rather than the death sentence it had originally wished for. In the 
trial, the government prosecutor was Dr. Percy Yutar. Among the defense lawyers were Abram “Bram” 
Fischer (lead counsel), Vernon Berrangé, George Bizos, Arthur Chaskalson, Harold Hanson, Joel Joffe, and 
Sydney Kentridge. Fischer, who came from a prominent Afrikaner family, would himself  be arrested, to the 
surprise of many, and charged with treason later the same  year for his own anti-apartheid activities and 
membership of the banned South African Communist Party (even his closest white friends did not know of 
this other part of his revolutionary life). Although he had more than ample opportunity to flee South Africa 
(while on bail), he steadfastly refused to do so. He was eventually found guilty and sentenced to life-
imprisonment in 1966; he died of cancer on May 8, 1975. An aside about Bizos and Chaskalson: years later, 

South African Jews and Southeast Asians including, Lionel Bernstein, Dennis Goldberg, Arthur Goldreich 
(who had pretended to be the owner of the farm), Bob Hepple, James Kantor, Ahmed Kathrada, Moosa 

Moolla, A. Jassat, and Harold Wolpe. 
Interestingly, except for Bernstein, 
Goldberg, Hepple, Kantor, and Kath-
rada, they were able to escape by 
various means prior to or during the 
ensuing trial, and flee the country. In 
the end, only Goldberg and Kathrada made it to the 
sentencing stage. Bernstein, was acquitted, but rearrest-
ed and placed on bail, but he too managed to flee South 
Africa, while Bob Hepple was freed for insufficient evi-
dence, provided he agreed to testify for the prosecu-
tion—instead, he fled South Africa as well. Kantor, ini-
tially, was one of the defense lawyers; however, he was 
arrested upon the escape of his brother-in-law Harold 
Wolpe and became one of the ac-
cused. Later, the judge threw out the 
patently flimsy case against him.

Ahmed KathradaDennis GoldbergLionel Bernstein Bob Hepple

Rivonia Trial: The Accused*

*Not all images are necessarily from the time of their arrest

Nelson Mandela Govan MbekiJames Kantor Raymond Mhlaba

Walter SisuluElias MotsoalediAndrew Mlangeni
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in 1990, in the transition 
phase to an apartheid-
free South Africa they 
would join the A.N.C.’s 
legal and constitutional 
team and come to play 
an important role in the 
negotiations for a new 
democratic South Africa, 
including the drafting of 
the Interim Constitution. 

And in the new South Africa, Chaskalson would head the Constitutional Court, from its founding in 1994 
until his retirement in 2005. Similarly, Sydney Kentridge had not only represented Mandela, but he had also 

“I accept the general rule that for the protecon of a 
society laws should by obeyed. But when the laws 
themselves become immoral ad require the cizen to 
take part in an organized system of oppression—if only 
by his silence or apathy—then I believe that a higher 
duty arises. 
This compels 
one to refuse 
to recognize 
such laws. The 
laws under 
which I am be-
ing persecuted 
were enacted 
by a wholly 
unrepresenta-
ve body, a 
body in which 
three-quarters of the 
people of this coun-
try have no voice 
whatever. These laws 
were enacted, not to 
prevent the spread of 
communism, but for 
the purpose of silenc-
ing the opposion of 
the large majority of 
our cizens to a Gov-
ernment intent upon 
depriving them, sole-
ly on account of their 
color, of the most ele-
mentary human rights: 
of the right to freedom and happiness, the right to live together 
with their families wherever they might choose, to earn their liveli-
hoods to the best of their abilies, to rear and educate their chil-
dren in a civilized fashion, to take part in the administraon of their 
country and obtain a fair share of the wealth they produce; in 
short, to live as human beings. My conscience does not permit me 
to a ord these laws such recognion as even a plea of guilty would 
involve. Hence, though I shall be convicted by this Court, I cannot 
plea guilty. I believe the future may well say that I acted correctly.” 
~Part of the statement by Bram Fischer in the Supreme Court, Pretoria, 28 March, 1966 

A crowd gathers outside the court (ironically named Palace of Justice) as the Rivonia Trial begins

Bram Fischer being taken to court by plain clothes policemen
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11996644:: MMaannddeellaa’’ss RRiivvoonniiaa SSttaatteemmeenntt
At the opening of the defense case, with the very real possibility of the death sentence facing them, Nelson 
Mandela concludes his statement (April 20, 1964) by courageously telling the Court that he was willing to 
give his life in pursuit of an apartheid-free democratic South Africa (and in the process he transforms the 
trial from a criminal to a political one). At the same time, he becomes the public face of the trial itself.

“It is not true that the enfranchisement of all will result in racial dominaon. Polical division, 
based on color, is enrely ar cial and, when it disappears, so will the dominaon of one col-
or group by another. The A.N.C. has spent half a century ghng against racialism…. I have 
fought against white dominaon, and I have fought against black dominaon. I have cher-
ished the ideal of a democrac and free society in which all persons live together in harmony 
and with equal opportunies. It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if 
needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.”
~Part of the Rivonia Statement delivered during the trial by Mandela on April 20th, 1964.

represented Albert 
Luthuli, and years 
later, he would also 
represent the family 
of Steve Biko 
(following his death 
while in police custo-
dy) at the inquest, 
and even Desmond 
Tutu as well . (There 
is probably no lawyer 
in the world who can 
say with pride that he 

has represented in court three people for oppositional activities against an oppressive state who were also 
winners of the Nobel Prize for Peace.) To put it mildly then, the defense team comprised no ordinary law-
yers; they were staunch anti-apartheid and human rights activists in their own right. 

Mandela (prisoner no. 466/64) repairing clothes in the 
prison courtyard

Bizos Chaskalson (with Mandela in the background)Kentridge

SOME MEMBERS OF THE DEFENSE TEAM (IN THEIR TWILIGHT YEARS)     

The infamous prison on Robben Island where Mandela and his colleagues 
began their life sentences (except for Goldberg—he was, as expected, taken 
to a whites-only prison).
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11996644:: TThhee ““LLiittttllee
RRiivvoonniiaa”” TTrriiaall
This smaller trial took place some 
months later, in November, and in-
volved the prosecution of those who 
had not been arrested in time for the 
main trial. They were the trade unionist 
and Umkhonto trainee who had been 
sent to China illegally for military train-
ing by the A.N.C., Wilton Mkwayi, to-
gether with  Laloo “Isu” Chiba, Dave 
Kitson, Sathyandranath "Mac" Maharaj, 
and John Matthews. A colleague of 
theirs, Lionel Gay, decided to betray 
them in exchange for dropped charg-
es—he turned witness for the prosecu-
tion.

Wilton Mkwayi—one of the military 
trainees sent to China (where he also 
met the Chinese leader Mao Zedong). 
Other trainees with him were Raymond 
Mhlaba, Joe Gqabi, Patrick Tembu, 
Steve Naidoo, and Andrew Mlangeni

11996666:: RRoobbeerrtt KKeennnneeddyy VViissiittss SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaa
On the invitation of the white National Union of 
South African Students (NUSAS), from June 4–6, 
U.S. Senator Robert F. (Bobby) Kennedy 
(Democrat) visits South Africa; he is received 
warmly by the crowds, but not by the apartheid 
government. 

With Chief Albert Luthuli

Laloo “Isu” Chiba Dave Kitson Mac Maharaj

Some of the defendants (in their twilight years in the post-apartheid era)

Bobby Kennedy
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11997744:: SSuussppeennddeedd ffrroomm tthhee UUNN GGeenneerraall AAsssseemmbbllyy
Although South Africa was among the founding members of the U.N. in 1945, its apartheid system had led 
most of the world by the 1970s to regard it as a pariah state. Not surprisingly, on November 12th the U.N. 
General Assembly voted to suspend its participation in the General Assembly. (A resolution to expel it from 
the U.N. altogether failed as a result of opposition from France, the United Kingdom, and the United States.) 
The suspension would be lifted twenty 
years later, in 1994, with the ending of 
apartheid.

11997744:: TThhee CCaarrnnaa--
ttiioonn RReevvoolluuttiioonn
The Portuguese military, no longer will-
ing to continue fighting the guerrilla 
wars in Africa, topples the civilian dicta-
torship of Marcelo Caetano  relatively 
peacefully, in a military coup on April 
25, 1974. Calling themselves the Armed 

“Each me a man 
stands up for an ideal, 
or acts to improve the 
lot of others, or 
strikes out against in-
jusce, he sends forth 
a ny ripple of hope, 
and crossing each 
other from a million 
di erent centers of 
energy and daring, 
those ripples build a 
current which can 
sweep down the 
mighest walls of op-
pression and re-
sistance.”~ “Day of Affirma-
tion Speech,” at the University of Cape Town,  June 6, 1966. 

In Soweto greeting school children

11997700:: EExxppeelllleedd ffrroomm tthhee OOllyymmppiicc GGaammeess..
The International Olympic Committee expels South Africa from the Olympic Movement and it would not be 
readmitted until the Barcelona Games of 1992. In the same year, many other international sporting bodies 
would do the same.

11997711:: RRuulliinngg oonn NNaammiibbiiaa
The International Court of Justice in The Hague, in contrast to an earlier position (in 1966), upholds the authority of 
the United Nations over Namibia, requiring South Africa to terminate its administration of the country. It refuses 
to comply.
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11997755:: TThhee AAllvvoorr AAggrreeeemmeenntt aanndd IIttss AAfftteerrmmaatthh
In the wake of the Carnation Revolution, the three rival Angolan nationalist movements, MPLA (Movimento 
Popular de Libertação de Angola), FNLA (Frente Nacional de Libertação de Angola), and UNITA (União 
Nacional para a Independência Total de Angola), sign the Alvor Agreement on January 15, in Alvor, Portugal 
(which calls for a transitional tripartite coalition government formed by the three movements to take over 
power from the departing Portuguese colonial administration on November 11, 1975). At the same time, 
Mozambique is granted independence on June 25, while Guinea-Bissau had acquired freedom many months 
earlier on September 10, 1974. While these events are greeted with considerable jubilation by anti-apartheid 
activists in South Africa, what really turned the corner for a new generation of Africans born and brought up 
under the apartheid system—in terms of political consciousness—was the defeat in March 1976 of the expedi-

tionary force sent by the 
apartheid state to Angola 
several months earlier in 
October 1975 (dubbed 
Operasie Savannah—
Operation Savannah), with 
tacit U.S. approval, in sup-
port of the two rivals of 
MPLA as armed conflict 
broke out among the three 
in spite of the Alvor Agree-
ment. With thousands of 
Angolan and Cuban sol-
diers rapidly approaching 
the Angolan/Namibian 
border (on November 4, 
in response to the apart-

heid state’s invasion, Fidel 
Castro, the leader of a small Caribbean island, Cuba, had made the fateful decision to launch his own version 
of Operasie Savannah, called Operation Carlota, in support of the MPLA without even consulting the Cuban Po-
litical Bureau or Cuba’s Soviet ally), the apartheid state decides to withdraw its expeditionary force; Operasie 
Savannah aimed at installing a puppet regime in Angola in place of the MPLA is a complete failure. (Later, 
however, its army would secretly reenter Angola in support of UNITA as the war between UNITA and the 
MPLA reignited and smoldered for nearly thirty more years, until 2002, in the process consuming thousands 
upon thousands of civilian lives.) Nevertheless, in 1975 (that is in the same year that the United States hastily 
leaves Vietnam in defeat) the fact remained that the much vaunted supposed invincibility of the apartheid 
state’s military was tested by people of color; and it was found woefully wanting. Moreover, the cordon sani-
taire that the Portuguese colonies had provided for the apartheid state was now no more. 

Cuban Soldiers in Angola

Forces Movement (Movimento das Forças Armadas), led by Francis-
co da Costa Gomes and other military officers, soon announce their 
intention of withdrawing from Africa, which they do the following 
year. The coup, which came to be known as the “Carnation Revolu-
tion” (flowers instead of bullets), not only brought about freedom 
from nearly half a century of tyrannical dictatorship in Portugal it-
self, but it also led to political independence in Guinea-Bissau, Cape 
Verde, Angola, and Mozambique. In Angola, however, the Portu-
guese exit plunged the country into a full-blown civil war in which a 
range of outsiders also became involved, including the South Afri-
can apartheid government, and its then ally, the United States.
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11997766:: TThhee AArrrriivvaall ooff TTeelleevviissiioonn
In January, the apartheid government permits television broadcasting for the first time in South Africa. Yes, 
up until this point the majority of South Africans had never seen television—because of resistance from the 
apartheid state which hitherto had viewed television as potentially dangerous (exposing the public to what it 
argued would be immoral values, as well as foreign ideas of multi-racialism).

11997766:: SSoowweettoo UUpp--
rriissiinngg
On the morning of June 16, a non-
violent protest (against a government 
decree that the language of instruction 
in schools for black children will be split 
equally between Afrikaans and English) 
by primary and high school students in 
the racially segregated township of So-
weto, is met, as in the 1960 Sharpeville 
Massacre, by a maniacally lethal violent 
response by the police. (The students do 
not want to learn Afrikaans for several 
practical reasons, as well as the fact that 
the language is associated with the prin-
cipal architects of apartheid, the Afri-
kaaners, and hence much despised.) The 
uprising, which would spread to other 
townships and lasts for months, claim-
ing over a thousand lives (half of whom 
schoolchildren as young as seven shot 
to death by the police, not mention 
many jailed and tortured), marks a new 
chapter in the anti-apartheid struggle in 
which the role of the young would loom 
large. In fact, the uprising marks the be-
ginning of the end for apartheid. Within 
less than twenty years of this inaugura-
tion of what turns out to be the second 
“decade of anti-apartheid rebellion” (in 
which, this time, a moribund A.N.C. in 
exile has, initially, no direct role to play) 
the apartheid system, with roots going 
back some three centuries, would be 
dismantled; and Mandela would be 
freed—soon becoming the first elected 
president of the entire country (and a 
black South African president at that). 
Note: the first decade of rebellion was 
the 1950s, highlighted by the Defiance 
Campaign.

As the police fire into the young protestors, one of the students killed is Hector Pieterson.
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11997766:: TThhee AAffrriiccaann--AAmmeerriiccaann MMaanniiffeessttoo oonn SSoouutthheerrnn
AAffrriiccaa
At a two-day conference sponsored by the U.S. Congressional Black Cau-
cus, held from September 24–25 at Howard University in Washington, 
D.C., participants adopt The African-American Manifesto on Southern Africa. 

Beginning with the words: “There comes a mo-
ment in the affairs of humankind when honor 
requires unequivocal affirmations of a people’s 
right to freedom with dignity and peace with 
justice. This is such a moment.” The Manifesto 
goes on to outline a ten-point declaration, in-
cluding one that reads: “We totally support the 
liberation of Southern Africa from white minority rule by means of armed strug-
gle, where necessary, and affirm the right of the African liberation movements to 
seek necessary assistance from whatever sources available to achieve self-
determination and majority rule. We firmly reject the notion that such assistance 
implies external domination within Cold War context. However, we are unaltera-
bly opposed to external intervention, from whatever quarter, designed to thwart 
the inevitable extension of African freedom to the southern tip of Africa.” Viewed 
from the perspective of the official U.S. Cold War-(and racially) driven policy of 
appeasement towards the burghers in Pretoria, this was, unquestionably, a revolu-
tionary manifesto. Note: African American interest in South Africa was not of re-
cent vintage; it went as far back as the 1890s when, for example, the founder of a 
South African Ethiopianist church, a Reverend James M. Dwane, went to United 
States in 1896 to formalize his church’s union with the venerable African Method-

ist Episcopal (AME) Church, or when two years later the AME Church’s well-
respected Bishop Henry McNeal Turner visited South Africa to much acclaim from black South Africans. 
(Mention can also be made here of the influence of the ideas of Marcus Garvey and Booker T. Washington, 
among others, on the development of national consciousness among black South Africans.)

“There comes a moment 
in the a airs of human-
kind when honor re-
quires unequivocal a r-
maons of a people’s 
right to freedom with 
dignity and peace with 
jusce.” ~ The African Ameri-
can Manifesto on Southern Africa

11997777:: CCoorrppoorraattee DDiissiinnvveessttmmeenntt
In response to calls for U.S. corporate disinvestment from South Africa by 
antiapartheid activists, Reverend Leon Sullivan, the U.S. African American mem-
ber of the board of directors of the General Motors Corporation devises a contro-

versial set of voluntary principles to promote U.S. corporate responsibility in South 
Africa that come to be known as the “Sullivan Principles.” This marks a concerted 
beginning of the effort by anti-apartheid activists abroad to hit the apartheid state 
in the pocket book by pushing for both disinvestment, as well as, divestment.

11997777:: FFoorrmmaattiioonn ooff TTrraannssAAffrriiccaa FFoorruumm
On July 1 (but commencing work in 1978), formation of the U.S. African American 
lobbying group TransAfrica Forum, under the leadership of lawyer and activist 
Randall Robinson, that would come to play a critical role in the U.S. antiapartheid 
movement, especially in the 1980s.

Randall Robinson

Rev. Leon H. Sullivan

Bishop Henry McNeal Turner

James M. Dwane
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11997777:: TThhee DDeeaatthh ooff SStteevvee BBiikkoo
On September 12, the 
leader of the Black 
Consciousness Move-
ment Stephen (Steve) 
Biko dies while in po-
lice custody as a direct 
result of police brutali-
ty; he had been arrested a month earlier, on 
August 18. (Many years later, in 1997, the 
police officers involved would admit to 
their culpability in his death.) Biko, who 
began his political life when a university 
student, had risen to prominence as an ac-
tivist after the formation of the Black Peo-
ple’s Convention by Biko and others in 
1972; its purpose was to coordinate  the 

uniquely homegrown (but U.S. inspired) Black Consciousness 
Movement as an avenue of ideological resistance to apartheid. 
His death would elicit wide condemnation within South Afri-
ca, as well as abroad, thereby further strengthening the re-
solve of all who were involved, in one way on another, in the 
anti-apartheid movement to stay the course. (It is important to 
underscore here, however, that both  the Soweto Uprising and 
the birth and evolution of the Black Consciousness Movement 
had very little to do directly with the activities of the generally 
moribund African National Congress and other exiled nation-
alist movements.)

A multi-racial crowd of mourners (unusual for apartheid South Africa) at Steve 
Biko’s funeral

Nelson Mandela at a gravesite ceremony commemorating the life of 
Steve Biko

11997777:: MMaannddaattoorryy AArrmmss EEmmbbaarrggoo
On November 4, United Nations declares a mandatory arms embargo on arms supply to South Africa. (A 
month earlier the United States, in a major change in policy,  had voiced its support for such an embargo.) 
The global isolation of the apartheid state is beginning to take a serious turn.
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11997788:: CChhrriissttoo BBrraanndd
An Afrikaner prison guard, Christo Brand, who would have a profound 
impact on alleviating the prison conditions, often involving secretly 

breaking prison rules, of Man-
dela and his colleagues, espe-
cially in later years (and all the 
way through to Mandela’s re-
lease in 1990), fatefully arrives 
at Robben Island as an 18-year 
old recruit. The friendship that 
would eventually develop be-
tween the teenager and the 
sixty-year old would be best 
captured in the words of 

Brand at the time of Mandela’s 
death: “Mandela was my prisoner, my friend, my president, and my fa-
ther.” 

11997777:: BBootthhaa’’ss ““TToottaall SSttrraatteeggyy””
The apartheid government moves toward greater “praetorianization” of the apartheid state as it embarks on 
a defensive program it dubs Total Strategy. It involves a two-pronged (“carrot-and-stick”) approach to the in-
ternal and external pressures that it was increasingly facing: institute a 
modicum of reforms (such as allowing the formation of trade unions 
by black workers, and institute attempts, albeit lukewarm, to co-opt 
the Coloreds and the South Asians) while cranking up the machinery 

of repression internally (including more 
detentions without trials, more torture of 
anti-apartheid suspects, secret political 
assassinations, greater control of the me-
dia and the courts, and so on), and exter-
nally (e.g. military interventions in the 
neighboring countries). The policy of To-
tal Strategy receives greater impetus when 
its chief architect, the dour defense minis-
ter Pieter Willem (PW) Botha (tellingly nicknamed “the Big Crocodile”—an ani-
mal anthropomorphically known for danger, viciousness, and sneakiness) re-
places Prime Minister John Vorster (as a result of a political scandal involving 
the Department of Information) in what is, in reality, a “palace coup,” the fol-
lowing year (1978).  (Note: About ten years later, he himself would be subjected 
to a palace coup; but in the interim—supported by the Reagan Administration in 

the United States—he would do great damage to the cause of freedom; and in the process thousands would 
die across southern Africa; especially in Angola, Namibia, and 
Mozambique.)

Pieter Willem (P.W.) Botha, the “Big Crocodile”

An older Brand with (President) Mandela 

11997777:: SSppoorrttss BBooyyccootttt
The mildly worded Gleneagles Agreement is agreed to by the Commonwealth of Nations 
in Gleneagles (Scotland) calling upon members to impose a sports boycott on South Afri-
ca (but in ways they saw fit—thereby effectively defanging it).  However, in a sports-
crazy South Africa, even this mild action had considerable symbolic significance.
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11997799:: RReevveerreenndd JJeessssee JJaacckk--
ssoonn’’ss VViissiitt
On July 19, U.S. African American civil rights activist 
Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. arrives in South Africa for a 

controversial twelve-day visit at the invitation of the South 
African Council of Churches that elicits a generally warm 
reception among many blacks, but not whites—many of 

whom are angered by some of his antiapartheid comments. 
Initially, his request for a visa had been denied by South Afri-
ca but the U.S. (Jimmy Carter) Administration pressured it to 
relent and grant him the visa. A sense of the rhetoric that in-
censed many whites can be had from his comments such as 
“Apartheid is violence by definition. It rules on fear and lies, 
it violates free will, burns the body, limits the mind. It denies 
academic freedom. Its ultimate sin is that it divides the 
church.” “Apartheid is worse than Hitler.” (In the years to 
come, following the end of apartheid, he would make several 
more visits to South Africa.) Mandela with Jackson in 2005

11997799:: WWiieehhaahhnn CCoommmmiissssiioonn RReeppoorrtt
On May 1, the much anticipated Wiehahn Commission Report is tabled in parliament.  It is the first of six re-
ports from the Commission of Enquiry on Labor Legislation that had been set up in 1977, under the chairman-
ship of Professor Nicolas Wiehahn, by the Botha government at the behest of big business in response to mas-
sive and endemic labor unrest among black workers over pay, conditions of work, and so on—even in the face 
of draconian repression. The most important recommendation of the Commission, which the Botha govern-
ment accepted, was the legalization of black trade unions in terms of their right to engage in collective bargaining 
with employers. Up until this point, this right was the exclusive preserve of 
white workers (and to a lesser extent Coloreds and Asians). It should be not-
ed that it was not illegal for black workers to form unions per se. (In fact, in 
the early 1970s white liberal students and academics had become very active 
in helping black workers to organize themselves into unions.) However, what 
was illegal was their right to act as trade unions (that is to be able to engage in 
the collective bargaining process as independent entities—in the same way 
that the white unions could). By means of the 1979 amendment to the Indus-
trial Conciliation Act—amended further in 1981 to become the Labor Rela-
tions Act— that legalized black trade unions for the first time in South Afri-
can history, the Apartheid state, in alliance with big business, hoped to coopt 
black labor unions (in the same way that it had coopted white labor unions), 
not only for the purposes of bringing stability to employer-labor relations but 
to also ensure that organized black workers did not engage in anti-apartheid 
political activities. But the genie was out of the bottle. Legalization of black 
trade unions opened the door for political mobilization against the apartheid 
system as well (even in the face of relentless repression by the apartheid 
state—of which the torture to death in February 1982, while in police custody, 
of Dr. Neil Agett, a white medical doctor who because of his work at a black hospital in Soweto had become an 
inadvertent union organizer helping to organize black workers, was symptomatic). In other words, from the 

perspective of the eventual demise of the apartheid system, 
Wiehahn was a highly significant (albeit unintended) self-
inflicted wound administered by the Apartheid state.

Jackson with schoolchildren giving the A.N.C. clenched fist sa-
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11998800:: ZZiimmbbaabbwwee GGaaiinnss IInnddeeppeennddeennccee
On April 18, the final link in the cordon sanitaire of white minority rule collapses. Zimbabwe (then known as 
Rhodesia) achieves formal independence from Britain after many years of sporadic guerrilla war fought by 
African nationalists against Zimbabwe’s illegal white minority government—headed by one Ian Smith—and 
following concerted mediation efforts of the United States, and most ironically, the apartheid state itself which 
had long been the economic lifeline for Ian Smith’s government. Robert Mugabe is elected president. Unlike in 
the case of Mandela, however, he would then proceed, over a period of some 
three decades, to slowly transform Zimbabwe into a kleptocratic civilian dic-
tatorship and a personal fiefdom of sorts—forcing millions of Zimbabweans 
to steadily flee to South Africa as undocumented migrants. In a horribly sad 
and bizarre turn of events, this exodus would later provoke violent ethnic 
backlashes from black South Africans on grounds that migrants were the 
cause of their poverty—mirroring anti-migrant backlashes in Western coun-
tries and elsewhere. (Reminder: victimization by oppression does not auto-
matically make you a morally superior person).

11998800:: FFoorrmmaattiioonn ooff tthhee SSAADDCCCC
On April 1, the Southern African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC) is formally launched in Lu-
saka, Zambian and it would come to comprise these frontline countries: Angola, Botswana, Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, and later Zimbabwe. To the apart-
heid state the formation of SADCC is a major setback for its own efforts to form a rival regional economic or-
ganization that it calls Constellation of Southern African States (CONSAS) that would have been made up of 
the South African black “homelands” and most of the SADCC members. The formation and success of 
CONSAS was of vital importance to apartheid South Africa from the perspective of its policy of “total strate-
gy”; this is because not only would it have permitted it 
to derive major economic benefits from an intensifica-
tion of its historical domination of the economically 
weaker states in southern Africa, but it would have also 
reaped major political benefits, such as: (i) blunting the 
international call for sanctions against South Africa 
(since such sanctions would also, indirectly, make the 
CONSAS members unfair targets); (ii) giving it greater 
leverage over the member states to dissuade them from 
assisting the liberation movements like the A.N.C.; and 
(iii) providing a basis for a tacit accommodation by the 
member states to the apartheid system. However, with 
the birth of the SADCC, the apartheid state’s hopes for 
CONSAS are dashed. Still, the formation of the SADCC 
gives the apartheid state one more reason to continue its 
armed regional aggression with devastating conse-
quences (in terms of civilian lives lost) in the frontline 
countries, most especially in Angola and Mozambique. 
(NOTE: today the SADCC is the SADC: Southern Afri-
can Development Community.)
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11998811:: UU..SS.. PPoolliiccyy ooff ““CCoonnssttrruuccttiivvee EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt””
The newly elected right wing administration of Ronald Reagan wholeheartedly adopts the foreign policy of 
so-called “constructive engagement” (the brain child of the Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, 
one Chester Crocker—a Cold War fanatic and pseudo-intellectual) toward 
South Africa; or as its critics correctly called it “destructive engagement,” 
thereby throwing a much-needed life-line to the apartheid state. What the 
policy entailed was unabashed appeasement of the apartheid state masked 
by the Reagan propaganda that congenial diplomacy rather than hard eco-
nomic and political pressures—of the type that the U.S. Congress would 
eventually be persuaded by the anti-apartheid movements in South Africa 
and in the United States to legislatively impose (but not without having to 
first override his veto)—could bring about positive change within South 
Africa. For the anti-apartheid forces in South Africa the policy, in practice, 
would set back their struggle for freedom by about a decade (and in the 
process thousands would be imprisoned, tortured, and in some instances 
simply murdered).  Equally worse is that associated with this policy is the 
concoction of the strategy of “linkage” that links the struggle for inde-
pendence in Namibia (from the illegal “colonial” rule of the apartheid 
state) with the objective of forcing Angola to reject Cuban military assis-
tance in defending itself from the armed predations of the U.S./South African supported puppet and war-
lord, Jonas Savimbi (a continuation of the conflict that began in 1975). The consequence of this blackmail is 
that the violence would continue, with the result that thousands of civilians would die or suffer massive per-
manent injuries from bombs, landmines, and so on. (Under the circumstances, it is surprising that no one has 
ever come up with the idea of taking Crocker and his associates to the International Criminal Court for 
crimes against humanity.)

11998811:: TThhee MMaattoollaa RRaaiidd
On January 30, a military commando unit of the apartheid state 
attacks a number of A.N.C. houses in a residential neighbor-
hood of Maputo, Mozambique called Matola, killing a number 
of A.NC. members and a Portuguese civilian. (Among those 
killed would be Krishna Rabilal, 
Mduduzi Guma, William Khanyile, Ste-
phen Ngcobo, and Daniel Molebatsi.) It 
turned out that the raid was carried out 
with the cooperation of not only the 
C.I.A., but some high‑level Mozambican 
government officials too—including a 
member of Frelimo’s Central Commit-
tee—who presumably were in the pay of 
the CIA and apartheid security agents. 
The apartheid state would launch many 
more such raids against the ANC over 
the years. At the same time, it would also 
launch scores of very specific political 
assassinations (extra-judicial killings) of 
anti-apartheid activists.  

Chester Crocker

Matola Raid memorial museum in Matola, Mozambique
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11998822:: PPoollllssmmoooorr PPrriissoonn
In March, Mandela—together with some of his compatriots (including Kathrada, 
Mhlaba, Mlangeni, and Sisulu)—is transferred from Robben Island to Polsmoor 
Maximum Security Prison in Cape Town. This move would turn out to be highly 
auspicious for the effort to end apartheid. For, a few years later, it would make it 
easier for the apartheid government to physically separate Mandela from his col-
leagues (the excuse would be his recuperation from a surgery) as a strategy to begin 
secret talks with him. 

11998822:: PPoolliittiiccaall AAssssaassssiinnaattiioonnss
On August 17, Ruth Heloise First, a highly committed well-known long time anti-apartheid activist (from all 

the way back to the Defi-
ance Campaign days, she 
was among the defendants 
in the 1956-1961 Treason 
Trial) and an accomplished 
scholar is assassinated by 
agents of the apartheid 
state, by means of a letter 
bomb addressed to her, 
while working as a lecturer 
at the Eduardo Mondlane 
University in Maputo, 
Mozambique. She was also 
(together with her spouse 
Joe Slovo) a founding 
member of the South Afri-

can Communist Party. Her assassination was among the early ones car-
ried out by the apartheid state of the many to come. Others, for example, 
would include: Abraham Onkgopotse (parcel bomb in Botswana, 1974);  

John Dube (parcel bomb in Zambia, 1974); Dr. Rick Turner (shot at home in Durban, 1978); John Majola 
(abducted and killed in Swaziland, 1978);  Patrick Makau (killed together with his child by a bomb in Swazi-
land, 1980); Joe Cqabi (car bomb in Harare, Zimbabwe, 1981);  Petrus Nzima and Jabu Nzima (car bomb in Swa-
ziland, 1982); Jeanette Curtis Schoon (killed together with her child by a parcel bomb in Angola, 1984). And 
there were many more. In cases where targets were more easily accessible (such as within South Africa itself) 
the preferred method was to shoot them on the spot or abduct and kill them later (e.g. as in the case of Alex 
Pilane, 1985),  and in some cases burn their bodies as well (e.g. as in the case of Fuzile Lupulwana, 1986). Clear-
ly, the struggle against apartheid consumed many, many lives of activists as the apartheid state entered, un-
known then to all, its final decade. NOTE: A different category of killings were those that occurred while being  
held in prison detention (imprisonment without trial was common in apartheid South Africa). Often, no reason 
would be given for these deaths but it would be common knowledge among relatives and friends that they 
were also sometimes murdered through torture (e.g. as in the case of Steve Biko, 1977) and in some instances 
their deaths would be labeled suicide (e.g. as in the case of Suliman Salojee, 1964). 

With other Treason Trialists

Ruth First talking to Mandela at the time of the 
Treason Trial

11998822:: AAppaarrtthheeiidd,, aa HHeerreessyy
In August, the international organization of Presbyterian, Congregational and Reformed churches (known as 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches) at its assembly in Ottawa, Canada declare apartheid a heresy at 
the instigation of Reverend Allan Boesak. Moreover, they vote to suspend the South African churches from 
membership of the organization and at the same time elect Boesak to be its president. For the Bible-thumping 
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11998822:: CCuullttuurraall BBooyyccootttt
The exiled and still relatively moribund A.N.C. calls for an interna-
tional cultural boycott of South Africa, to parallel the sports boycott 
that began with apartheid South Africa’s permanent expulsion from 
the Olympic Games by the International Olympic Committee in 
1970.

Afrikaners (who have always argued that apartheid was consistent with Christian principles) this is an af-
front hard to swallow, especially since it has come via the hands of a man who, in a sense, belonged to their 
church, the Dutch Reformed Church, albeit the segregated wing serving the colored population, known as 
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sendingkerk (Dutch Reformed Mission Church). NOTE: In South Africa people 
of mixed racial parentage are referred to as coloreds. The World Alliance is today known as the World Com-
munion of Reformed Churches. 

11998833:: TThhee SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaann CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn AAcctt aanndd tthhee BBee--
ggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee EEnndd
As part of the Total Strategy policy, the apartheid state under P.W. Botha proceeds to implement a number of 
internal “reforms,” of which passage of the South African Constitution Act in 1983 is one. Its underlying pur-
pose is to “divide and rule” by extending political rights to blacks, but only one segment of them: people of 
mixed descent (so-called Coloreds) and Asians—that is, the black African majority is entirely excluded 
(unless one accepts the bogus argument of the Botha government that they already have access to political 
power: via the “homelands”). Yet, even the Asians and the Coloreds are not, in actuality, being given access 
to real political power; effective power still rests with the Euro-South Africans. The mechanism by which 
this is effected is itself a lesson in fraudulent dispensation of political power. The Act creates a tricameral 
parliament comprising the existing House of Assembly with its 178 white members, a new House of Repre-
sentatives with 83 Colored members, and a House of Delegates with 45 Asian members. Election of mem-
bers (with the exception of a few) to each of these chambers is on the basis of separate racial elections. To 
their credit, the Asians and the Coloreds by, and large, boycott the elections held the following year—thanks 
to the work of organizations such as the United Democratic Front—to implement the power-sharing ruse 
(though it is not clear if their opposition is based on the fact that the African majority has been completely 
ignored in the scheme, or because they rightly perceive that their own situation would improve only mar-
ginally, if at all. (Of course, the Botha regime is able to identify a sufficient number of opportunists among 
the Coloreds and the Asians to enable the system to work, up to a point). From the perspective of the anti-
apartheid struggle, the implementation of the South African Constitution Act the following year marks an-
other important turning point. The concerted resistance it provokes among the majority of black South Afri-
can masses to this new apartheid strategy becomes the basis of a relentless struggle not seen since the Defi-
ance Campaign days. And the equally harsh response to this resistance by the apartheid state, in turn, forces 
the international community to turn away from the apartheid state; within just five years the apartheid state 
would be, to all intents and purposes, dead.
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11998833:: LLaauunncchh ooff tthhee UUnniitteedd DDeemmooccrraattiicc FFrroonntt
In August, in Mitchell’s Plain (a colored township) on the outskirts of Cape Town, a group of non-racist or-
ganizations (though not explicitly political in their mandate—such as churches, trade unions, sports organi-
zations, and so on) form a coalition to strengthen their sub rosa anti-apartheid activity and call it the United 
Democratic Front (UDF). The original idea had come from Reverend Allan Boesak. Hundreds of organiza-
tions are represented in the Front and it would come to play an important role in the anti-apartheid struggle, 
especially in undermining the tricameral parliament strategy that the P.W. Botha government foisted on 
South Africa under the South African Constitution Act adopted the same year. Although it did not explicitly 
align itself with the A.N.C., it did align itself with the Freedom Charter. Not surprisingly, it would eventually 
be proscribed in 1988, and some of its leaders put on trial for treason since it was illegal to engage in any ac-
tivity that undermined apartheid. Yet, it would still continue its anti-apartheid activities, but in a different 
guise, by forming a loose coalition with the Congress of South African Trade Unions and calling it the Mass 
Democratic Movement. In 1990, events overtook the Movement with the unbanning of all political organiza-
tions by the F.W. de Klerk Government—but it had done its work of consciousness–raising and undermining 
the legitimacy of the apartheid state itself.

11998844:: BBiisshhoopp
TTuuttuu AAwwaarrddeedd
NNoobbeell PPrriizzee
Bishop Desmond Tutu of the 
Anglican Church in South Af-
rica receives the Nobel Prize 
for Peace. In his Nobel Lecture 
he reminds the audience of the 
core problem behind the in-

creasing poverty and violence in South Africa with the 
words: “I come from a beautiful land, richly endowed 
by God with wonderful natural resources, wide expans-
es, rolling mountains, singing birds, bright shining stars 
out of blue skies, with radiant sunshine, golden sun-

“Because there is global insecurity, na-
ons are engaged in a mad arms race, 
spending billions of dollars wastefully on 
instruments of destrucon, when mil-
lions are starving. And yet, just a fracon 
of what is expended so obscenely on de-
fense budgets would make the di erence 
in enabling God's children to ll their 
stomachs, be educated, and given the 
chance to lead ful lled and happy lives.... 
When will we learn, when will the people 
of the world get up and say, enough is 
enough.”~ Bishop Desmond Tutu, from his Nobel 
Lecture delivered on December 11, 1984 in Oslo. 
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11998855:: EEddwwaarrdd MM.. KKeennnneeddyy’’ss
VViissiitt
From January 5-13, U.S. Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
(Democrat) makes an eight-day trip to South Africa where 
he severely castigates the Reagan Administration’s so-
called “Constructive Engagement” policy vis-à-vis the 
apartheid state. However, his request to meet with the im-
prisoned Nelson Mandela is turned down by Botha’s gov-
ernment. The Senator’s visit, unlike his brother’s visit in 
1966, is not seen as a success. It is marred by misguided 

protests from a small but very vocal “black consciousness” 
group, the Azanian People’s Organization.

Bishop Tutu welcomes Senator Kennedy. (Beaming on the other 
side is Reverend Allan Boesak, patron of the United Democratic 
Front.)

11998855:: TThhee DDeellmmaass TTrreeaassoonn TTrriiaall
In an effort to destroy the United Democratic Front, the apartheid state puts some of its prominent leaders on 
trial for treason, twenty two in all, of whom Moses Chikane, Mosiuoa Lekota, and Popo Molefe are effectively 
considered ring leaders. The basic charge is that the UDF is engaged in furthering the aims of the A.N.C. (and 
its ally the S.A.C.P.). The trial takes place in the small town of Delmas east of Johannesburg, and it would last 
for five years, until 1989, when eleven of the defendants would be pronounced guilty and given sentences of 
various lengths. Their defense team includes the veterans of the Rivonia Trial, lawyers George Bizos and Ar-
thur Chaskalson. Later the verdict is overturned on appeal, on a technicality (though by this point they had 
been in prison for almost five years as the trial had dragged on).

11998844:: OOffffeerr ooff FFrreeeeddoomm
In the face of mounting pressure internally and externally (not only for 

Mandela’s freedom, but for freedom of the country from the 
apartheid system itself), the apartheid state makes Mandela 
an offer of conditional release from prison (aimed at neutraliz-
ing and isolating him politically); he declines. His daughter, 
Zindzi Mandela, would read his reply to a packed Jabulani 
Stadium in Soweto on February 10: “I cherish my own free-
dom dearly, but I care even more for your freedom. Too many 
have died since I went to prison…. I owe it to their widows, to 
their orphans, to their mothers and to their fathers who have 
grieved and wept for them…. our freedom and mine cannot 

be separated….”

Zindziwe Mandela in Jabulani Stadium 
(February 10, 1984)
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11998855:: AArrttiissttss UUnniitteedd AAggaaiinnsstt AAppaarrtthheeiidd
Musician and activist Steven Van Zandt establishes Artists United Against Apartheid, 
comprising a range of musical talent (including Miles Davis, Kool DJ Herc, Bob Dylan, 
Herbie Hancock, Jimmy Cliff, Nona Hendryx, Pat Benatar, Ringo Starr, Run DMC, Lit-
tle Steven, Peter Gabriel, Afrika Bambaataa, U2, Bonnie Raitt, Hall & Oates, Pete 
Townshend, and Bruce Springsteen) who together perform and release the antiapart-
heid song and album Sun City, and who also pledge to boycott apartheid South Africa.

11998855:: AABBCC NNeewwss TTeelleevviissiioonn PPrrooggrraamm
From March 18 through March 22, the ABC News nightly television program, Night-
line, hosted by Ted Koppel is broadcast live from South Africa. The program would 
feature unprecedented interviews and discussions involving both government offi-
cials and South African antiapartheid activists—some “meeting” publicly for the first 
time as when on the final day of the broadcasts United Democratic Front’s Reverend Allan 
Boesak, the KwaZulu homeland leader Gatsha Buthelezi, and the former information minis-
ter Connie Mulder (of “Muldergate” fame), and, unbelievably, A.N.C.’s Oliver Tambo meet 
on the air from three different locations for a heated discussion. The fact that the South Afri-
can television audience was treated to a discussion involving the leader of an organization 
that was still banned in South Africa, and which for decades had been vilified by the apart-
heid state, was an indicator of the writing on the wall: the astute among the white South Afri-
can elites realized that the future of South Africa could not be mapped without the inclusion of the A.N.C. at 
some point (it was simply a matter of time).

Ted Koppel

11998855:: BBiigg BBuussiinneessss SSoouunnddss OOuutt tthhee AA..NN..CC..
Against the backdrop of mounting economic pressure from international capital, on September 13, a delegation 
of top-level white business executives and journalists, including Gavin Relly (sometimes misspelled Reilly by 
the media), chairperson of the largest business enterprise in South Africa with a world-wide reach, the Anglo 
American Corporation, go to Zambia (where the ANC is headquartered) to have informal discussions with the 
ANC leadership (despite the disapproval of the Botha government). The meeting has been arranged by Zam-
bia’s president, Kenneth Kaunda, and takes place at the Mfuwe presidential lodge in the remote Luangwa val-
ley wildlife conservation park. Although this is not the first illegal (under apartheid law) meeting between 
A.N.C. representatives and key figures from inside South Africa—several meetings, for example, had already 
taken place in 1983 and 1984 involving, separately, the theologian Charles Villa-Vincencio, the educator H. W. 
van der Merwe, and others— for the economic future of the country, however, this is one of the most important 

meetings the ANC will ever engage in (its legacy haunts the country to this day 
by way of massive, massive inequality between the new black South African 
elite and the masses—and all that it entails, from corruption to extreme pov-
erty). Thereafter, other groups of Euro-South Africans—students, church lead-
ers, opposition party politicians, and so on—would make “political pilgrimag-
es” to Lusaka, Harare, and elsewhere to talk with the A.N.C. Clearly, the reha-
bilitation of the ANC as a legitimate political organization and with the poten-
tial to chart the future of an apartheid-free South Africa is now underway. 
Among the principal concerns of the businessmen at these meetings, not sur-
prisingly, is to determine how committed the A.N.C. is to an economic system 
that is anathema to big business: a “socialist” economy where all the major 
means of production is state-owned—that is, an economy that would put to 
shame (in terms of its revolutionary thrust) the existing parastatal-infused econ-
omy that the apartheid state has engineered over the decades as a means to 
opening the doors of economic opportunity to the Afrikaners. (Anglo-South Af-

Gavin Relly
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11998855:: SSeeccrreett TTaallkkss wwiitthh MMaannddeellaa
Secret talks begin between representatives of the apartheid state and Nelson Mandela (while the latter is still in 
prison and even before he seeks approval of the exiled A.N.C. leadership.) The starting point appears to be 
when Mandela is in hospital for surgery, where he is visited unannounced by the justice minister, Hendrik 
Jacobus “Kobie” Coetsee. Though, here it appears that Mandela’s then spouse Winnie had a hand in this 
encounter because she had suggested this meeting to Coetsee when the two had run into each other on a plane 
from Johannesburg to Cape Town. (Coetsee, unusually—especially given that it was the apartheid era, not to 
mention the fact that she was a spouse of a prisoner—had taken the initiative of changing seats so that he could 
talk to her; he invited her to come to their home for a visit which she would later oblige. The fact that Winnie 

and Coetsee had a mutual friend, a lawyer called Pieter de 
Waal who had often suggested to Coetsee that he should meet 
both of the Mandelas perhaps also helped to grease the wheels 
of this chance encounter.)  In subsequent years, as talks 
continue, among those with whom Mandela would come to 
develop a special rapport would be, ironically, the head of the 
National Intelligence Service, Dr. Lukas “Niël” Barnard. 
(Symbolic of their evolving friendship was Barnard once 
dropping to his knees to tie Mandela’s shoelaces as the latter 
was about to meet Botha for the first time—completely 

unheard of in normal circumstances, much less in the context of apartheid South Africa.) The upshot of these 
initial secret meetings is that by the time P.W. Botha agrees to meet Mandela four years later, in 1989, is that 
Mandela has convinced the apartheid government that he was not part of the problem but the solution (to the 
mounting domestic and international pressures to end apartheid) and they could do business with him. NOTE: 
even while these secret meetings were taking place the apartheid government never missed an opportunity to 
reiterate its duplicitous position—from the perspective of its white supporters—that it did not talk to 
“terrorists” (of whom Mandela and the rest of the ANC and the SACP were prime examples).

“If I close my eyes, I can see it all now…  I had read a lot about him—all 
his speeches and all these reports that came across my desk every day—
and I was fascinated at what kind of man he must be to have aracted 
all this internaonal aenon and had all these honorary degrees and 
awards given to him. But when I met him I immediately understood why. 
He came across as a man of Old World values. I have studied Lan and 
Roman culture, and I remember thinking, This is a man to whom I could 
apply it—an old Roman cizen, one with dignitas, gravitas, honestas, and 
simplicitas.”~ Kobie Coetsee recounting his impression of meeting Mandela for the first time.

Kobie Coetsee

Dr. Niël Barnard

ricans have dominated the economy from the time of the British takeover of South Africa in the nineteenth 
century, in response, when the Afrikaners came to power in 1948 they began setting up state-owned corpora-
tions, which over time would come to comprise about a third of the South African economy in terms of its ac-
tivities.) They come away from the discussions fairly satisfied that the ANC is primarily (as it has always been) 
a nationalist organization, not a revolutionary socialist organization (and that its association with the South Af-
rican Communist Party is simply a matter of political convenience, not ideological kinship). The general agree-
ment among all parties to the discussions is that an apartheid-free South Africa would still preserve the capi-
talist system; thereby replacing race with class as the primary determinant of the social structure. (What about 
the economic principles enshrined in the Freedom Charter? No longer worth the paper it was written on; though 
not necessarily articulated as such, but clearly understood by all concerned.) 
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11998866:: AAbboolliittiioonn ooff ““PPaasssseess””
In July, via the Abolition of Influx Control Act, the apartheid state repeals the “pass laws” that had required all 
adult Africans to carry passbooks and upon which the entire machinery of influx control (the control of the 
movement of black labor) rested. Under the apartheid system, black South Africans did not have access to 
complete freedom of movement. NOTE: Passbooks were internal “passports” that contained such infor-

mation as a photograph of the bearer, racial category, authoriza-
tion to reside in an urban area, and so on). By requiring blacks to 
carry a pass at all times, the apartheid state attempted to achieve 
two principal objectives: control the movement of black labor for 
the economic benefit of whites and eliminate the freedom of 
movement of black people in order to weaken their ability to 
organize politically against the apartheid system. Over the 
years, hundreds of thousands of black South Africans had run 
afoul of the pass laws and ended up in prison. Undoubtedly, 
among the most egregious facets of the apartheid system, the 
pass laws held pride of place.An apartheid passbook

11998866:: TThhee CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee AAnnttii--AAppaarrtthheeiidd AAcctt
In October, in response to mounting pressure from the U.S. antiapartheid movement (made up of churches, 
students, African Americans, etc.), itself a response to the anti-apartheid struggles in 
South Africa, coupled with the indefatigable legislative work of the Congressional 
Black Caucus—beginning from as far back as 1959 when Representative Charles C. 
Diggs, Jr., as the first African American chairperson House Subcommittee on Africa, 

began to hold hearings on apartheid 
South Africa—the U.S. Congress 
adopts Public Law 99-440, the Com-
prehensive Anti-Apartheid Act (CAAA), 
despite a presidential veto by Ronald 
Reagan. The full title of the Act is “An 
Act to Prohibit Loans to, Other In-
vestments In, and Certain Other Ac-
tivities with Respect to South Africa, 
and for Other Purposes.” The critical 
part of the legislation is the section 
headed “Title III: Measures by the United States to Under-
mine Apartheid,” which lists a series of economic measures 
against South Africa ranging from prohibition on air trans-
portation with South Africa to prohibition on importation of 
iron, steel and other products, to prohibition on loans. This 
legislation, more than the economic costs involved, is a major 
psychological blow to the apartheid state. Its legitimacy in the 
eyes of one of the world’s major powers is now in serious 
question.

“The purpose of this Act is to set forth 
a comprehensive and complete frame-
work to guide the e orts of the United 
States in helping to bring an end to 
apartheid in South Africa and lead to 
the establishment of a nonracial, dem-
ocrac form of government. This Act 
sets out United States policy toward 
the Government of South Africa, the 
vicms of apartheid, and the other 
states in southern Africa. It also pro-
vides the President with addional au-
thority to work with the other industri-
al democracies to help end apartheid 
and establish democracy in South Afri-
ca.”~ Section 4 of the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid 
Act of 1986 passed by the U.S. Congress

U.S. Congressman Charles 
Coles Diggs, Jr. Democrat, 

11998855:: FFoorrmmaattiioonn ooff tthhee ““FFrreeee SSoouutthh AAffrriiccaa MMoovveemmeenntt””
Following a sit-in (and the ensuing arrest) in November at the South African embassy in Washington, D.C.,  
demanding that South Africa free all its political prisoners, the activists form the Free South Africa Movement.
What is unique about the sit-in is that the activists involved are among prominent African-American leaders; 
they include: Mary Frances Berry, Walter Fauntroy, Eleanor Holmes Norton, and Randall Robinson.
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11998866 BBrrooeeddeerrbboonndd // AA..NN..CC.. MMeeeettiinngg
In June, the U.S. philanthropic foundation, the Ford Foundation (headed by 
Franklin Thomas, an African American), sponsors a secret meeting between 
the head of the secretive Afrikaner Broederbond (the power behind the 
throne in Afrikaner-led national politics) J. P. de Lange of the Rand Afri-
kaans University and representatives of the A.N.C. (Thabo Mbeki, Mac Ma-
haraj, and Seretse Choadi) at a conference in Glen Cove, New York. The pur-
pose of the meeting: to see if there could be any meeting of the minds con-
cerning the political future of South Africa. That such a meeting should take 
place at all with the A.N.C., a still banned organization in South Africa, is an 
indication that the more enlightened (verligte) faction within the Broeder-
bond (in contrast to the conservative faction, specifically the praetorian oli-
garchy) is beginning to carry the day on the necessity of talking to the 
A.N.C.

J. P. de Lange

11998866:: SSaammoorraa MMaacchheell DDiieess
On October 19, the popular leader of Mozambique, and the 
former military commander during the liberation war against 
Portugal, Samora Machel, dies in a mysterious plane crash on 
the South African side of the Mozambican/South African 
border (in a mountainous area near Mbuzini in Mpumalanga 
Province) by veering off course. Most in Southern Africa 
blame the apartheid government for his death, despite its de-
nial. The suggestion is that the experienced Russian crew of 
the plane had been lured into this dangerous terrain by a 
false beacon planted by operatives of the apartheid state who 
ran a military base in the area. (Note: To date no firm find-

ings have emerged on exactly why the plane crashed where it 
did; however, general public opinion in southern Africa con-

tinue to point to the apartheid regime as the culprit, for it undoubtedly regarded Machel a potent enemy of 
its ambitions to remake southern Africa into a pliant group of satellite nations—one of the objectives of Bo-
tha’s “Total Strategy” initiative. His widow, Graça Machel, would later, in 1998, marry Mandela (to become 
the First Lady of a second country—perhaps the only instance of its kind in modern history). 

Samora Machel
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11998888:: AAmmeennddmmeenntt ttoo tthhee CCAAAAAA
By means of an amendment to the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act (CAAA), the U.S. Congress eliminates 
the exemption from “dual-taxation” benefit for U.S. corporations with investments in South Africa, thereby 
greatly reducing the profitability of their operations in that country and hence encouraging their withdrawal 
from South Africa. Unquestionably, this is a serious economic blow to South Africa.

11998877:: TThhee UU..SS.. RReeccooggnniizzeess tthhee AA..NN..CC..
The U.S. government officially recognizes, for the first time, the A.N.C. to be a legitimate organization by de-
claring that it was a “legitimate voice” in South Africa. Until then, in the context of its Cold War (and racially) 
determined foreign policy toward South Africa, it was considered a terrorist organization by the United 
States—including placing Mandela on its watch list of terrorists. (Note: He was removed from that list in 
2008!)

11998877:: MMaarrttiiaall LLaaww
On December 30, the apartheid state officially moves from being a neo-fascist state to a praetorian state with 
the declaration of martial law (a form of creeping coup d’état). Resistance to apartheid would become even 
more costly in terms of arrests, torture, imprisonment, and even murder by agents of the state.

11998877:: BBootthhaa CCoonnddeemmnnss ““UUsseeffuull IIddiioottss””
A much publicized conference of a group of 62 Euro-South Africans (mainly Afrikaner clerics, academics, 
business people, politicians, journalists, and so on), led by a former leader of the Progressive Federal Party, 
Frederik Van Zyl Slabbert, takes place with the ANC in Dakar, Senegal in July of 
1987. (Later, Slabbert, together with Alex Boraine, establish the Institute for a Dem-
ocratic Alternative for South Africa (IDASA) to help shape public opinion on an 
apartheid-free future.) The government’s official response to the conference is best 
summarized by Botha’s statement in parliament to the effect that the ANC has ma-
nipulated a group of ignorant whites for its (ANC’s) own ends: “‘The ANC is 
laughing up their sleeves at the naïveté of ‘useful idiots’ who, as Lenin puts it, can 
be used to further the aims of the first phase of the revolution.… For the AN-
C/SACP alliance talks [with them] are only a means to an end, namely, the revolu-
tionary takeover of power.”  Ironically, two years later Botha himself would elect 
to be a “useful idiot.”(Moreover, he “neglects” to mention—quite understanda-
bly—that secret talks between his government and Nelson Mandela were already 
underway.) Many other meetings with the A.N.C. would take place in months to 
come, including a series of meetings with Afrikaner intellectuals like “Willie” Esterhuyse of Stellenbosch Uni-
versity in England. While nothing specifically concrete would emerge from these unofficial talks with the 
ANC, their significance lies in the fact that the talks not only highlight the importance of the ANC despite its 
banned status, but that the South African white elite is no longer monolithic—beginning around 1985, under 
stress arising from the black rebellion and international pressure, it has begun to visibly fragment. 

F. Van Zyl Slabbert
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11998888:: DDeeffeeaatt aatt CCuuiittoo CCuuaannaavvaallee
In January, intense fighting erupts between Angolan  (specifically joint Angolan, Cuban, SWAPO [and possibly 
ANC] forces) and apartheid South Africa’s military forces (together with UNITA rebels) for control of the stra-
tegic town of Cuito Cuanavale in southern Angola in which the South African forces fail to gain an upper hand. 

(Recall that the war be-
tween the UNITA rebels 
and the MPLA-led govern-
ment had never been fully 
consummated in favor of 
the government following 
what would turn out to be 
the temporary withdrawal 
of South African forces in 
1975.) It appears that in 
March 1987 South Africa 
had begun infrastructural 

and logistical preparations in northern Na-
mibia as a prelude to a massive attack on 
Angola (called “Operation Modular Hoop-
er”) aimed at achieving the same strategic 
goal that had eluded it in 1975: the com-
plete military defeat of the MPLA and the 
installation of a puppet UNITA-led gov-
ernment in Luanda. The immediate objec-
tive on the path to this goal is, however, 
the critical effort in October 1987 to cap-
ture the town of Cuito Cuanavale to per-
mit UNITA to extend its forward base even further north at Menongue—the furthest point south that the Cu-
ban forces are located at. Again, in a replay of the 1975 events the Cuban Central Committee, meeting on No-
vember 16, 1987, makes a decision as historically significant as the one in 1975: to reinforce its troops in Angola 
to assist government forces to meet the latest military aggression by the apartheid state; especially in light of the 
imminent danger that the Cuban forces faced if the defense line of the Cuban forces at Cuito Cuanavale were to 
collapse. This humiliating military defeat of the apartheid state would pave the way for its exit from Angola, 
bringing to an end its costly military misadventure. (However, it would continue (together with the C.I.A.) to 
arm UNITA, with horrendous consequences for the Angolan people.)

11998888:: UU..SS.. VVeettooeess UU..NN.. SSeeccuurriittyy CCoouunncciill RReessoolluuttiioonn
The Reagan Administration vetoes a draft U.N. Security Council resolution calling for mandatory but selective 
economic sanctions (modeled on those adopted by the European Economic Community) against South Africa.

Cuban military unit at Cuito Cuanavale

A South African commando unit at Cuito Cuanavale
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11998888:: 7700tthh BBiirrtthhddaayy TTrriibbuuttee
On June 11, an eleven-hour-long concert, featuring some of the most popular musi-
cians in the West and broadcast to about a 100 countries around the world by the 
BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation), is held in Wembley Stadium in London as 
a tribute to Nelson Mandela and in celebration of his seventieth birthday. This 
highly successful event, perhaps more than anything else, brought Mandela back 
to life in the global consciousness. The event is organized by Tony Hollingsworth 
(a person who has developed a knack for harnessing popular culture in the service 
of social justice causes) with the support, of course, of the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment and the A.N.C.

Among the Tribute perfomers, Mark Knopfler (Dire Straits): 
“One World, One Justice….” 

Tony Hollingsworth
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11998888:: AA..NN..CC.. LLaauunncchheess ““OOppeerraattiioonn VVuullaa””
In August, two A.N.C. members, in highly credible disguise, “Mac” Maharaj of the “Little Rivonia Trial” fame, 
together with colleague Siphiwe Nyanda courageously but casually cross the Swazi border into South Africa 
(after being first smuggled into Swaziland from Zambia). They are the first of a number of ANC operatives who 
are being sent into South Africa by the A.N.C. to set up a clandestine logistics network of informers, safe hous-
es, arms caches, and so on with the overall objective of bringing coherence to the spontaneous but inchoate in-

surrections of 
the young in 
the townships 
against the 
apartheid sys-
tem on one 
hand, and the 
activities of the 
Mass Democrat-
ic Movement on 
the other, while 
at the same time 
launching the 
same armed 
struggle that 
Umkhonto we 
Sizwe had at-
tempted (but 
failed) many 
years before. 
They call this 
endeavor Oper-
ation Vula (Vula 
meaning to 
open). The pro-
ject is headed 
by the exiled 
A.N.C. presi-
dent Oliver 
Tambo and Joe 
Slovo 
(Chairperson of 

the S.A.C.P. and a member of the executive committee of the A.N.C.) and it involves secret communications 
links between A.N.C. representatives in a number of places, including England, The Netherlands, Zambia, and 
South Africa. At the heart of this international communication network is a South African A.N.C. member and 
escaped political prisoner by the name of Tim Jenkin working out of a secret hideout in London. NOTE: Alt-
hough Operation Vula was often beset by problems (often emanating from recalcitrance and sometime incom-
petence on the part of some A.N.C. officials, such as Ronnie Kasrils), to the extent that it remained, for the most 
part, undetected until its dissolution in 1990 attests to a modicum of success not to be belittled. However, the 
apartheid security service did, eventually, in 1990, come to learn of aspects of Operation Vula after they chanced 
upon two Vula agents (who they tortured and murdered) and then arrested Maharaj in July. However, by this 
point events (the unbanning of the A.N.C., the freeing of Mandela, the beginning of negotiations, etc.), overtook 
the necessity to prosecute Maharaj for treason—for the second time. Charges against him were discretely 
dropped.

Tim Jenkin Sathyandranath “Mac” Maharaj Siphiwe Nyanda Ronnie Kasrils

Some of the Key Figures in Operation Vula
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11998888:: VViiccttoorr VVeerrsstteerr PPrriissoonn
Mandela alone is moved again, on December 7, but this time to a cottage in the compound of a low-security 
prison, the then Victor Verster Prison (now called Drakenstein Correctional Center) in Paarl, Western Cape, 
following surgery on his enlarged prostate. This is not only to facilitate recovery, but to also permit visits in 
more congenial surroundings. His circumstances are now more akin to that of a house arrest then regular 
imprisonment; he would live there for 14 months before being freed. More importantly, perhaps, it is now 
clearly evident to everyone that of all the Rivonia prisoners, it is Mandela that the apartheid government 
considers as the person with whom they must negotiate for a new, as yet still undetermined, future.

11998888:: TThhee BBrraazzzzaavviillllee PPrroottooccooll
The humiliating Cuito Cuanavale defeat of the military forces of the apartheid state helps to accelerate negotia-
tions already underway—informally—that would lead, eventually, to the signing on December 13 of the Braz-
zaville Protocol, which is the precursor of the Tripartite Agreement entered into a couple of weeks or so later. The 
key participants are Angola, Cuba, and South Africa and the sponsor is Denis Sassou N’Guesso, president of 
the Republic of Congo (Congo-Brazzaville) in his capacity as the chairperson of the Organization of African 
Unity (now called the African Union). The importance of the Brazzaville Protocol is that it sufficiently changes 

the balance of forces in southern Africa to permit, within the space of just three 
years, not only the freedom of Mandela and his Rivonia colleagues, but the per-
manent dismantling of the apartheid system itself! A key figure in the negotia-
tions, but always remaining in the background, is not a government official but 
a French businessman by the name of Jean-Yves Ollivier (code name Monsieur 
Jacques). He is one of those individuals in history who realizes that he is in the 
right place at the right time to be a force for political good; that is, to help bring 
about the impossible: in this case, peace in a war-torn region among belligerents 
whose ideologically-motivated dislike of each other is, to put it mildly, legend-
ary. Using private resources, he serves as an unofficial “shuttle diplomat” play-
ing an important (but often unacknowledged) behind-the-scenes role in helping 
to bring about various negotiations between the different countries in southern 

Africa (also referred to as the “Frontline States”) and the apartheid state. He calls 
Jean-Yves Ollivier (code name Mon-
sieur Jacques)
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11998888:: TThhee TTrriippaarrttiittee AAggrreeee--
mmeenntt
On December 22, the Angolan-Namibia Accords (also 
known variously as the “New York Treaty” and “The Tripar-
tite Agreement”) is signed by Cuba, South Africa, and Angola in New York at the U.N. headquarters, with the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union serving as facilitators and observers. The agreement provides for South African 
withdrawal from Namibia and Cuban troop withdrawal from Angola (Cuban soldiers numbered some 50,000). 
Freedom in Namibia would boost the morale of the anti-apartheid forces in South Africa, however, it also re-
quires the ANC to remove its 
camps from Angola. Note, howev-
er, that from the perspective of the 
Angolan people, the accord has one 
very serious flaw: Jonas Savimbi’s 
UNITA is not party to it.  The war 
between Savimbi (who over the 
years has morphed into little more 
than a warlord) and the MPLA-led 
Angolan government would con-
tinue as both the U.S. Central Intel-
ligence Agency and the apartheid 
government refuse to abandon 
their protégé, plying him with 
arms and logistics as needed. 
Meanwhile, for the masses of An-
golan people (the peasantry) their 
suffering, that had begun over 
three hundred years before with 
the arrival of the first Portuguese, 
continue unabated: bombs continue to rain on their heads, their limbs continue to be blown away with 
landmines laid in their fields, their villages continue to be burned down, they continue to be starved of food, 
and on and on goes the list of human rights horrors. The result of this tragedy for the nation as a whole is sum-
marized well by one observer, John Marcum, writing in the publication Current History a few year later, in 
1993: “There were between 100,000 and 350,000 battle dead, and tens of thousands of landmine amputees. Per-
haps half the country’s estimated 10 million people had been displaced by the war, and a large portion of 
these,” he continues, “were crowded into the relative safety of urban slums.” And as if all this was not enough, 
“[d]isease and hunger were rampant, and the entire country was suffused with fear and intolerance.” Relief 
from this horrendous and tragic misery would not come for the Angolan people until after Savimbi dies in a 
gunfight (after being hunted down like a rabid dog) in February 2002—by which point his original saviors (the 
United States and apartheid South Africa) were no longer in a position to support him because of changed po-
litical circumstances, domestically and internationally.

In one sense, for the Angolan masses the war is not really over; they must continue to deal with its 
legacy in various forms (including the dreaded land mines—a potent killer of the innocent, even 
after peace has been declared).

this work “parallel diplomacy” in which confidentiality and 
personal trust are important factors. The significance of his 
role is attested by the fact that South Africa twice bestows 
honors on him: during the apartheid era when he receives 
from the Botha government the Order of the Good Hope in 
1987, and later, in a post-apartheid South Africa, the title of 
the Grand Officer of the Order of Good Hope is given to him in 
1995 by President Nelson Mandela.

Jean-Yves Ollivier with President Mandela (1995)
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11998899:: RReelleeaassee ooff RRiivvoonniiaa PPrriissoonneerrss
On October 15, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Andrew Mlangeni, 
Raymond Mhlaba, and Elias Motsoaledi are released after more than 
two decades of imprisonment. Mandela’s turn would come a few months later. Note: Dennis Goldberg was 
released in 1985 and deported to Israel. However, he did not stay there long; instead he went to England to 
help with ANC’s anti-apartheid activities. Govan Mbeki (the father of Thabo Mbeki who succeeded Nelson 
Mandela as South Africa’s president) was released in 1987.

11998899:: UU..SS.. RRaapppprroocchheemmeenntt wwiitthh tthhee AA..NN..CC..
On June 30, U.S. President George H. Bush, Sr. welcomes Albertina Sisulu (Mama Sisulu), the co-president 
of the United Democratic Front and spouse of the imprisoned A.N.C. 
leader Walter Sisulu, to the White House as part of the commence-
ment of a general process of U.S. government’s rapprochement with 
the A.N.C. In the preceding month he had met with three prominent 
antiapartheid clerics from South Africa: Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
and Reverends Allan Boesak and Beyers Naude. 

Albertina with Husband Walter

11998899:: BBootthhaa,, MMaannddeellaa,, aanndd ddee KKlleerrkk
On July 5th, P. W. Botha has a brief and informal face-to-face meeting with Nelson Man-
dela in Cape Town, while the latter is still a prisoner. (By this point secret talks between 
Mandela and the apartheid government on the political future of South Africa have al-
ready been under way.) The possibility of future meetings between the two are short-
circuited, however, with yet another palace coup of sorts when Botha is replaced a few 
months later in September, in part because of a stroke he suffers, by Frederick Willem (F. 
W.) de Klerk, a member of his cabinet. It would symbolize the dismal failure of Botha’s 
“Total Strategy” policy to contain the anti-apartheid forces at home and abroad. Unlike 
Botha, de Klerk has seen the writing on the wall: the apartheid system has no future 
when almost the entire world (including such stalwart old allies as the United States, Britain, France, and Isra-
el—yes, Israel) is arraigned against it. And this is not simply from the perspective of rhetoric but in terms of 

finance, trade, commerce, and 
the like, against the backdrop 
of an ever militant black popu-
lace (especially the young) that 
cannot be cowed by the usual 
tactics of brutal authoritarian 
repression, coupled with the 
rising international legitimacy 
of the A.N.C. as the authentic 
nationalist voice of the majority 
of black South Africans. At his 
office in Tuynhuys, Cape 
Town, De Klerk has his first 
meeting with Mandela on De-
cember 13; it takes place in se-
cret.

Smiles all around: the Mandela/Botha meeting. Looking on are, left to right, Willie Willemse, Commission-
er of Prisons; Dr. Niël Barnard; and Kobie Coetsee. 

F. W. de Klerk
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11998899:: CCoonnggrreessss ffoorr aa DDeemmooccrraattiicc FFuuttuurree
On December 9, the largest antiapartheid conference (titled “Congress for a Democratic Future”) involving 
hundreds of organizations represented by some 4,500 delegates is convened at the University of Witwaters-
rand in Johannesburg. One of the principal outcomes of the conference is the tacit endorsement of the posi-
tion taken by the ANC that the antiapartheid struggle would continue in all its forms until the de Klerk gov-
ernment demonstrates a genuine willingness to engage in negotiations; while some of the actions taken by the 
government under the leadership of de Klerk are welcome, they do not constitute an honest effort to create 
the necessary conditions for peaceful negotiations but rather are motivated by the desire to make apartheid 
more “palatable.” This conference is, in a sense, a defeat for the apartheid state in more ways than one: any 
hopes of a divided black community incapable of presenting a united front against the apartheid state in fu-
ture negotiations is shattered. Except for a few minor groups, like the PAC, almost all factions and groups are 
represented. 

11998899––11999900:: EEnndd ooff tthhee CCoolldd WWaarr
On November 9, 1989, the East German Communist government effectively “dismantles”the Berlin Wall that 
it had put up in 1961 to prevent East Germans 
from defecting to West Germany, by allowing 
East Germans to travel to West Germany; it also 
opens all other border points. The “fall” of the 
Berlin Wall is symbolic of the demise of the rul-
ing communist parties throughout Eastern Eu-
rope in 1989, which in turn leads to the unravel-
ing of the former Soviet Union and the total col-
lapse of communist power throughout the War-
saw Pact nations in the ensuing months into 
1990. It marks the beginning of the end of the 
unconscionable resource-wasting and foolish 
Cold War between the United States and the So-
viet Union, which would end up consuming mil-
lions of lives (of mainly black and brown peo-
ples) through proxy wars, across the planet.  The 
apartheid state can no longer play the Cold War 
card to gain allies in the West, especially in coun-
tries such as the U.S. and  Britain (its foreign pol-
icy poodle). To suggest that the collapse of the 
Cold War had a direct bearing, therefore, on the 
eventual collapse of apartheid would not be far 
from the truth. On August 21, 1991, the three-
day coup d’état by hardliners against the Soviet 
government of Mikhail Gorbachev—the architect 
of perestroika and glasnost—collapses, effectively 
leading to the dissolution of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the collapse of the cold 
war. NOTE: The term perestroika refers to the 
economic restructuring of the Soviet economy (beginning in 1985) aimed at its liberalization, while glasnost 
was in a sense the political equivalent; the term referred to the opening of the Russian government to its citi-
zenry as part of the move away from totalitarianism (beginning in 1990). 

Demolishing the Berlin Wall, literally and symbolically
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11999900:: ddee KKlleerrkk AAnnnnoouunncceess tthhee EEnndd ooff AAppaarrtthheeiidd
On February 2, President F. W. de Klerk, in his State of the Nation address at the opening of parliament, quite 
unexpectedly, announces the official ending of apartheid beginning with the termination of the proscription 
of over thirty organizations, including the ANC, the PAC, and the SACP. At the same time, all political pris-
oners not guilty of violent crimes are to be released, and the death penalty is suspended. Given that he was 
only four months into his position as president and the fact that he was a long time stalwart member of the 
National Party, as well as serving as its leader, and with a reputation of being in the verkrampte
(unenlightened or ultra-conservative) wing of the 
party (in contrast to verligte—enlightened or liber-
al), this bold move by de Klerk takes everyone, 

except for a very select few among his associates, 
by complete surprise, to put it mildly. Needless to 
say, it provokes an audible gasp across South Af-
rica and across the world. His address lasts only 
half an hour; yet by the end of which he has her-
alded a South Africa in which there would be true 
democracy. His speech (which is sometimes re-
ferred to as the “Writing-On-the-Wall” speech or 
the “the Quantum Leap” speech) marks the end 
of the apartheid system. NOTE: the collapse of 
communism in Eastern Europe, of which the 
demolition of the Berlin Wall was a harbinger 
(which he referred to in his address), helped to 
convince him and many of his colleagues that un-
banning the SACP as well (which he was reluc-
tant to do, initially) was palatable because in their 
minds its could no longer draw support from the 
communists of Eastern Europe.  As he put it: 
“The events in the Soviet Union and Eastern Eu-
rope, to which I have referred already, weaken 
the capability of organizations which were previ-
ously supported strongly from those quarters.”  

“[There] is the growing realizaon by an increas-
ing number of South Africans that only a 
negoated understanding among the 
representave leaders of the enre pop-
ulaon is able to ensure lasng peace… 
The season of violence is over. The me 
for reconstrucon and reconciliaon has 
arrived… On its part, the Government will 
accord the process of negoaon the 
highest priority. The aim is a totally new 
and just constuonal dispensaon in 
which every inhabitant will enjoy equal 
rights, treatment and opportunity in eve-
ry sphere of endeavor - constuonal, 
social and economic …  Our country and 
all its people have been embroiled in 
con ict, tension and violent struggle for 

decades. It is me for us to break out of 
the cycle of violence and break through to peace 
and reconciliaon. The silent majority is yearning 
for this. The youth deserve it. With the steps the 
Government has taken it has proven its good 
faith and the table is laid for sensible leaders to 
begin talking about a new dispensaon, to reach 
an understanding by way of dialogue and discus-
sion. The agenda is open and the overall aims to 
which we are aspiring should be acceptable to all 
reasonable South Africans. Among other things, 
those aims include a new, democrac constu-
on; universal franchise; no dominaon; equality 
before an independent judiciary; the protecon 
of minories as well as of individual rights; free-
dom of religion; a sound economy based on 
proven economic principles and private enter-
prise; dynamic programs directed at beer edu-
caon, health services, housing and social condi-
ons for all.”~ F. W. de Klerk, part of his address at the opening 
of parliament, February 2, 1990. 

De Klerk delivering his State of the Nation address at the opening of parliament 
(February 2, 1990)
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11999900:: AAnnootthheerr VViissiitt bbyy JJaacckkssoonn
On February 7, U.S. African American Reverend Jesse Jackson arrives in South Africa for a twelve-day visit 
that elicits a generally warm reception among many blacks, and unlike on his previous visit, among many 
whites as well. The changed tenor of his rhetoric on this second visit is indicated by his likening of President 
F. W. de Klerk (with whom Jackson also has a meeting) to “Lyndon Johnson, Abraham Lincoln and Winston 
Churchill.”

11999900:: MMaannddeellaa,, RReelleeaasseedd ffrroomm PPrriissoonn aafftteerr NNeeaarrllyy
3300 YYeeaarrss
On February 11, Nelson Mandela walks out of Victor Verster prison hand-in-hand with his then spouse, 
Winnie, and with the world’s media in attendance. 

On February 13, 1990, two days after his release from prison, Nelson Mandela and his then spouse, Winnie, arrive at the Soccer City stadium in 
Soweto where a packed audience of thousands have come to hear him speak at what is labeled as the Welcome Home Rally.



April, 1990
Tribute to Nelson Mandela

An international musical tribute to Mandela celebrating his 
release from imprisonment, Wembley Stadium, U.K.



1990
Visits the United States

Addressing the joint session of the U.S. Congress in June 1990 (up to that point only 
the third private citizen ever so honored in U.S. history by Congress).

With New York City Mayor, David Dinkins; June 1990

1990
Visits Egypt

Mandela with Palestinian Liberation Organization Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in 1990 in Cairo.



1991 
Visits Cuba

With Fidel Castro during a visit to Cuba in 1991

1992 
Invited to the World Economic Forum
Mandela attends the World Economic Forum, a meeting primarily of the world’s top corporate capitalists, in Davos, Switzerland, where his journey toward 
a full embrace of corporate capitalism begins (ostensibly with encouragement from the Chinese and Vietnamese delegations).

Mandela meets De Klerk outside South Africa for the first time.

1993
Mandela and De Klerk Receive Nobel Prize
for Peace
Mandela and de Klerk work together to negotiate an 
end to the apartheid regime.



April 27, 1994
South Africa Holds Elections
Black South Africans vote for the first time in their lives, 
electing Nelson Mandela as the first president of a 
democratic South Africa. 

Long lines of people queue outside the polling station in the black 
township of Soweto. The majority of South Africa's 22 million voters 

were voting in the nation's first all-race elections.

May 10, 1994
Inaugurated as President of South Africa
Mandela is elected as the first black president of South Africa by a majority vote.

“The time for the healing of the wounds has 
come. The moment to bridge the chasms that 
divide us has come. The time to build is upon 
us. We have, at last, achieved our political 
emancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate all 
our people from the continuing bondage of 
poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other 

discrimination. We succeeded to take our last steps to freedom in 
conditions of relative peace. We commit ourselves to the construction of a 
complete, just and lasting peace. We have triumphed in the effort to 
implant hope in the breasts of the millions of our 
people. We enter into a covenant that we shall 
build the society in which all South Africans, 
both black and white, will be able to walk tall, 
without any fear in their hearts, assured of their 
inalienable right to human dignity - a rainbow 
nation at peace with itself and the world.” ~Quote from 
Mandela’s inaugural presidential speech.



1995 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
The reconciliatory Truth and Reconciliation Commission is set up under the Chairmanship of Archbishop Desmond Tutu; hearings begin in 1996 on the 
massive human rights violations that took place during the apartheid era.

Receving the report of the Commission from the Chairman.

1995
Pope John Paul II Visits South Africa

1996
The Dalai Lama Visits South Africa



1998
Marries Graca Machel

Mandela and Graca Machel are married on his 80th birthday. He divorced Winnie in 1996.

1998
Cuba’s Fidel Castro Visits South Africa

1999
Mandela Leaves Presidency

After agreeing to serve only one term as president, Nelson Mandela steps down. 

During his address at the opening of Parliament in Cape Town on Feb. 6, 1998, 
Mandela says poor blacks will be South Africa's top priority in the coming year. 

The address is also a campaign speech for the nation's second democratic vote the 
next year, which will mark the end of his presidency.

1999
Visits Israel

With Ehud Barak, Israeli Prime Minister, 
in Jerusalem in October 1999.



July 9, 2000
Speech at the 13th International AIDS 
Conference

"It is never my custom 
to use words lightly. If 
twenty-seven years in 
prison have done 
anything to us, it was to 
use the silence of solitude 

to make us understand how precious words are and how real speech is in 
its impact on the way people live and die."

2004
Steps Down from Public Life
Mandela announces that he will be stepping back from the public spotlight to spend more time with family and friends.

The former South African president, who has kept a hectic schedule 
since his retirement, appealed for time with family and friends at a news 
conference.



2005
Son Dies of AIDS
Mandela announces that his son Makgatho has died of 
AIDS. 

"When the history of our 
times is written, will we be 
remembered as the 
generation that turned our
backs in a moment of 
global crisis or will it be 
recorded that we did the 
right thing?"~ 46664 concert in Tromso, 
Norway

Nelson Mandela announced that his only surviving son had died of AIDS, becoming one of the first South African leaders to shatter the silence on a hush-hush disease. "For some time, I have been 
saying 'Let us give publicity to HIV/AIDS' and not hide it," a grief-stricken Mandela, wearing a red AIDS ribbon and seated beside his wife Graca Machel, told reporters in Johannesburg.

2010
Attends FIFA World Cup
Mandela makes a rare public appearance at the FIFA World Cup in 
Johannesburg.

June 24, 2013
Health Issues 
As his health begins to weaken over the years, support for 
Mandela can be seen throughout the country.

South Africa's President Jacob Zuma on June, 24, said a critically ill Nelson 
Mandela was "asleep" when he visited the 94-year-old in a hospital, and he 
urged the country to pray for Mandela, describing him as the "father of 
democracy" who made extraordinary sacrifices on behalf of his people.



December 4, 2013
Nelson Mandela Dies

South Africa's President Jacob Zuma announced Mandela's death in a televised speech on Thursday, December 5th. He died the evening before at 8:50 
p.m. at his home in Houghton, Johannesburg; he was 95. 

Nelson Mandela died Thursday after a prolonged lung infection.

"No one is born hating another 
person because of the color of his 
skin, or his background, or his 
religion. People must learn to hate, 
and if they can learn to hate, they 
can be taught to love, for love 
comes more naturally to the 
human heart than its opposite."

Mourners comfort each other 
outside Mandela’s home, December 6.

Mourners outside Mandela’s home, December 7.



Palestinian protesters 
arguing with Israeli 

soldiers (with 
posters saying it all).



His Day is Done 

A TRIBUTE POEM FOR Nelson Mandela by Maya Angelou 
ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

His day is done.
Is done.
The news came on the wings of a wind, reluctant to carry its burden.
Nelson Mandela’s day is done.
The news, expected and still unwelcome, reached us in the United States, and 
suddenly our world became somber.
Our skies were leadened.

His day is done.
We see you, South African people standing speechless at the slamming of that 
final door through which no traveler returns.
Our spirits reach out to you Bantu, Zulu, Xhosa, Boer.
We think of you and your son of Africa, your father, your one more wonder of 
the world.

We send our souls to you as you reflect upon your David armed with a mere stone, facing down the mighty Goliath.

Your man of strength, Gideon, emerging triumphant.

Although born into the brutal embrace of Apartheid, scarred by the savage atmosphere of racism, unjustly imprisoned in the bloody maws of South African dungeons.

Would the man survive? Could the man survive?

His answer strengthened men and women around the world.

In the Alamo, in San Antonio, Texas, on the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, in Chicago’s Loop, in New Orleans Mardi Gras, in New York City’s Times Square, 
we watched as the hope of Africa sprang through the prison’s doors.

His stupendous heart intact, his gargantuan will hale and hearty.

He had not been crippled by brutes, nor was his passion for the rights of human beings diminished by twenty-seven years of imprisonment.

Even here in America, we felt the cool, refreshing breeze of freedom.

When Nelson Mandela took the seat of Presidency in his country where formerly he was not even allowed to vote we were enlarged by tears of pride, as we saw Nelson 
Mandela’s former prison guards invited, courteously, by him to watch from the front rows his inauguration.

We saw him accept the world’s award in Norway with the grace and gratitude of the Solon in Ancient Roman Courts, and the confidence of African Chiefs from ancient 
royal stools.

No sun outlasts its sunset, but it will rise again and bring the dawn.

Yes, Mandela’s day is done, yet we, his inheritors, will open the gates wider for reconciliation, and we will respond generously to the cries of Blacks and Whites, Asians, 
Hispanics, the poor who live piteously on the floor of our planet.

He has offered us understanding.
We will not withhold forgiveness even from those who do not ask.
Nelson Mandela’s day is done, we confess it in tearful voices, yet we lift our own to say thank you.

Thank you our Gideon, thank you our David, our great courageous man.

We will not forget you, we will not dishonor you, we will remember and be glad that you lived among us, that you taught us, and that you loved us all.

See also video at http://www.youtube.com/user/statevideo produced by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of International Information Programs in December 
2013.

http://www.youtube.com/user/statevideo

